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MONROE COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
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CHAPTER I	DEFINITIONS
For the purposes of this policy, the following definitions shall apply.
1. Applicant
The individual or entity that owns or operates the equipment for which a permit is requested.
2. County Highway (County Trunk Highway)
County Trunk Highway (CTH), a public road as defined by §83.025, Wisconsin Statutes, including municipal extensions thereof, under the jurisdiction of the MCHD.  
3. Exceptional Hardship
A circumstance where special conditions, which were not self-created, affect a particular Applicant and make compliance with this policy excessively burdensome.  The Applicant must clearly demonstrate that a hardship exists and that compliance would be unreasonable.  
It is not sufficient to show that greater profit or economic gain may result if the exception were granted.  The hardship must be suffered directly and solely by the Applicant. 
4. Highway Committee
The Monroe County Highway Committee.
5. MCHD
The Monroe County Highway Department including its employees, agents and contractors.
For purposes of this policy, MCHD shall be transposable with Monroe County.
6. Oversize and Overweight Vehicle Permit
A permit issued by the Monroe County Highway Department authorizing the limited operation of oversize and overweight vehicles on Monroe County trunk highways.
7. Raw Forest Products
Logs, pilings, posts, poles, cordwood, fuel wood, wood chips or pulpwood, not altered by a manufacturing process removed from the land, sawmill or factory from which they are taken.

CHAPTER II	INTRODUCTION
To protect the structural integrity of the Monroe County highway system, to preserve the public investment and to provide for public health and safety, the Monroe County Highway Committee has adopted this policy for the regulation and restriction of vehicle weights operating on Monroe County highways, and exception or exemption from those regulations and restrictions in order to reasonably accommodate exceptional hardship in fully complying with the provisions of the policy.
The intent of this policy is to establish guidance for granting such exception or exemption to vehicle weight restrictions and to provide for the administration of permitting processes, and
1. To protect the health and safety of the public
2. To provide for the preservation of public highway investments
3. To preserve an acceptable level of service on county highways
4. To preserve the structural and functional integrity of the public infrastructure
5. To provide reasonable variance to the provisions of the policy in order to address bona fide claims of exceptional hardship and other requests for exception or exemption.
A)  AUTHORITY
Pursuant and subject to applicable laws, regulations and rules, the MCHD shall regulate and permit the operation of vehicles exceeding statutory and posted weight limits on Monroe County highways.
B)  PREVIOUS POLICY REPEALED
Any previous rule, policy or practice, formal or informal, governing the management of vehicle weight restrictions, exemptions or exceptions on Monroe County highways is hereby repealed.
C)  INTERPRETATION
The MCHD shall render any interpretations of this policy which are necessary to promote the efficient administration and review of permit requests.  This policy shall be interpreted strictly and in accordance with the standards set forth herein.  Whenever any provision of this policy coincides with or contradicts any other provision of this policy, any other Monroe County ordinance, or any other statute, regulation or administrative rule, the more restrictive or higher standard shall control. 
D)  SEVERABILITY
Each chapter, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, word, provision, rule, regulation or restriction established by this policy, or any amendments thereto, are hereby declared to be separable and independent, in accordance with the following: 
1. Should a court of competent jurisdiction adjudge any provision of this policy to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect any provision not specifically included in the judgment. 
E)  RESOLUTION OF DISPUTES
In the event of any controversy or dispute under this policy or in any claim or action arising hereunder or related hereto, whether in contract or tort, they shall be governed by the laws of the State of Wisconsin.  Any claim or action arising from the provisions of this policy or administration thereof shall be brought only in the Seventh District Court, Monroe County, Wisconsin.
F)  JURISDICTION
This policy shall apply to all public highways under the jurisdiction of Monroe County.
G)  IDEMNIFICATION
In applying for, accepting and exercising an overweight or oversize vehicle permit, the Applicant agrees to and shall indemnify, hold harmless and defend the MCHD, its officers, agents and employees from all liability, damage, loss, expense, claim, demand and action of any nature whatsoever that it or they may sustain as a result of any suit, action or claim of any character brought on account of property damage, injury to or death of any person or persons, including all persons performing any work under the permit, which may arise in connection with the work to be performed under the permit. 
H)  AMENDMENT TO POLICY
This policy may be amended by the Monroe County Highway Committee.  
Upon notice, the amended policy shall have the full force and effect as the existing policy.

CHAPTER III	ADMINISTRATION
A)  APPLICABILITY
Pursuant to §348.02(1), Wisconsin Statutes, The provisions of this policy shall apply to vehicles owned by or operated by or for a governmental agency, subject to such exceptions in this policy.
Pursuant to §348.02(2), Wisconsin Statutes, the provisions of this policy shall apply to the vehicle and any load which it is carrying except as otherwise provided in this policy. 
Pursuant to §348.02(3), Wisconsin Statutes, any owner of a vehicle who causes or permits such vehicle to be operated on a highway in violation of this policy is guilty of the violation the same as if the owner had actually operated the vehicle.
Pursuant to §348.02(5), Wisconsin Statutes, the provisions of this policy shall apply to implements of husbandry and agricultural commercial motor vehicles.
Pursuant to 348.16, Wisconsin Statutes, all Monroe County trunk highways have been designated as Class B highways, with a forty (40) ton maximum weight limit, or as otherwise posted.
B)  EXCEPTIONS
Pursuant to §348.02(4), Wisconsin Statutes, limitations established in this policy shall not apply to road machinery engaged in construction or maintenance of a highway within the limits of the project.
Pursuant to §348.02(5), Wisconsin Statutes, limitations established in this policy shall not apply to a combination of vehicles in an emergency towing operation in which the towing vehicle is being used to remove a stalled or disabled vehicle or combination of vehicles from the subject county highway, to the nearest adequate place for repairs, or in which the towing vehicle is an emergency truck tractor temporarily substituted for a stalled or disabled truck tractor.
C)  OBTAINING A PERMIT
1. A person(s) wishing to apply for an overweight or oversize vehicle permit shall complete and submit a Permit Application on the form(s) provided by the MCHD and submit to the MCHD at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the date of the desired movement.
2. In applying for, accepting and exercising an overweight or oversize vehicle permit, the Applicant certifies that they have read, understand and agree to all provisions of this policy, the terms and conditions of the permit, and the provisions of the statutes, regulations and rules referenced or cited in the policy.
3. Upon receipt of a permit application, the MCHD shall employ this policy in review of the application.  The application shall conform to all chapters, sections and provisions of this policy.  
D)  BONDING & INJURY TO HIGHWAYS
1. Pursuant to §348.25(5), Wisconsin Statutes, the MCHD may require the Applicant to file a bond, certificate of insurance or certified check which, to the satisfaction of the MCHD, saves the MCHD from any claim, loss or damage that may result from the granting of such permit or that may arise from, or on account of, any act done pursuant thereto and conditioned to require the Applicant to pay for the restoration of, to the satisfaction of the MCHD, any highway that may be injured through use by the Applicant.  
2. If an Applicant refuses or fails to pay for injury to a highway caused by the Applicant, the MCHD may maintain an action upon such bond, certificate or certified check.
3. Should any injury to the highway be observed, the MCHD may immediately suspend any permit, and any exception or exemption established through this policy.
E)  PROHIBITIONS & PENALTY
Upon the effective date of this policy no person shall operate any vehicle exceeding the statutory or posted vehicle weight limit imposed on any highway under the jurisdiction of the MCHD without possession of a permit approved and issued by the MCHD.  Any permit issued under this policy shall constitute an obligation by the Applicant to consistently operate in full compliance with the provisions of this policy and all applicable statute, regulation or restriction.
1. Vehicle overweight permits shall be issued only in accordance with this policy.
2. No verbal or other informal approval or consent shall be considered valid.
3. Any person found guilty of violating the statutes referenced or cited herein shall be subject to penalty as prescribed in §348.21, Wisconsin Statutes, or otherwise established by statute.
F)  LIMITATIONS
No vehicle, with or without a permit, shall exceed the maximum weight limit posted on any bridge.
Permits issued by the MCHD are valid only for travel upon Monroe County Trunk Highways.
G)  GOVERNING STATUTES AND RULES
All vehicles operating under a permit issued under this policy shall comply with all applicable provisions of § 348, 349.15 and 349.16, Wisconsin Statutes, and Chapter 250, 251 and 254 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code, and all other referenced statutory or regulatory guidance.
In applying for, accepting and exercising a permit issued under this policy, the Applicant shall and does confirm that they have read, understand and agree to comply with these provisions.
The Applicant shall be alone responsible for compliance with this regulatory guidance.

CHAPTER IV	PERMITS
A)  SEASONAL RESTRICTIONS
Pursuant to §349.16(1)(a), Wisconsin Statutes, the MCHD may impose temporary restrictions on the weight of vehicles operating on county highways when “weakness of the roadbed due to deterioration or climatic conditions or other special or temporary condition, would likely be seriously damaged or destroyed in the absence of such special limitations”.  The determination of what constitutes such deterioration or condition shall be made at the discretion of the MCHD.
The MCHD typically applies weight restrictions in the spring when the thawing of a frozen roadway renders the roadway unstable and more susceptible to damage from heavy loading.
The MCHD may grant exemption to the transport of certain commodities or access to certain services from such restriction when such exemption is necessary for the relief of public health, safety or public emergency, provided that relief cannot be reasonably achieved through other means.
1. Statutory Exemptions
Pursuant to §349.16(3), Wisconsin Statutes, the MCHD shall exempt from temporary weight restrictions vehicles transporting or providing certain materials or certain services, provided that the operation of the vehicle complies with the provisions of the statute.
Permits for a “statutory exemption” shall only be issued on a single trip basis.
a. Vehicles transporting materials pumped from septic or holding tanks to address health concerns, provided that all provisions of §349.16(3)(b), Wisconsin Statutes, are applied.
b. Vehicles operated by a public utility engaged  in furnishing or producing heat, light, power or water, provided that all provisions of §349.16(3)(c), Wisconsin Statutes, are applied.
c. Vehicles engaged in the delivery of propane for heating purposes, provided that all provisions of §349.16(3)(d), Wisconsin Statutes, are applied.
2. Discretionary Exemptions
Pursuant to §349.16(3)(a), Wisconsin Statutes, the MCHD may exempt from a temporary weight restriction placed upon a county highway vehicles transporting or providing certain materials or services, or may set different weight limitations than those established under §349.16(1)(a), Wisconsin Statutes, provided that the operation of the vehicle complies with applicable statutory guidance and the definitions and limitations as established below.
3. Loads that can be reasonably divided shall not be exempted.
4. Permits for a “discretionary exemption” may be issued on a single trip or multiple trip basis.
a. Raw milk in transport from the producer to a processing facility, provided that the Applicant shall plan a route that minimizes the vehicle weight to the greatest possible extent.  The shortest route utilizing county trunk highways shall be followed.
b. Refrigerated food products, provided the Applicant clearly demonstrates an exceptional hardship as defined herein and clearly demonstrates that the load cannot be reasonably divided.  The shortest route utilizing county trunk highways shall be followed.
c. Tow trucks, provided that exemption shall only be granted for a bona fide emergency response to extricate or transport a vehicle obstructing a public roadway.
d. School buses on official school business shall be exempt; no permit shall be required.
e. County and local government Public Works vehicles shall be exempt, provided they are engaged in bona fide emergency response activity; no permit shall be required.
f. Garbage trucks transporting legal loads of refuse to the Monroe County Solid Waste facility in the Town of Ridgeville; no permit shall be required, provided that the hauler operates under agreement to deliver materials to the facility.


B)  TRANSPORT OF RAW FOREST & AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS
Pursuant and subject to the provisions of §348, Wisconsin Statutes, t348.27(9m)(a)he MCHD may issue annual or consecutive month permits for the transport of the following:
1. 348.27(9m)(a)1.Raw forest products or fruits or vegetables from field to storage or processing facilities in vehicles or vehicle combinations that exceed the maximum gross weight limitations under §348.15(3)(c), Wisconsin Statutes, by not more than 10,000 pounds. 348.27(9m)(a)2.DownUp348.27(9m)(a)4.
a. A permit issued under (B)(1) does not authorize the operation of any vehicle or vehicle combination at a maximum gross weight in excess of 90,000 pounds.
2. Raw forest products in vehicle combinations that exceed the maximum gross weight limitations under §348.15(3)(c), Wisconsin Statutes, by not more than 18,000 pounds if the vehicle combination has 6 or more axles and the gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheels of any one axle of the vehicle combination does not exceed 18,000 pounds, except that the gross weight imposed on the highway by the wheels of any steering axle on the power unit may not exceed the greater of 13,000 pounds or the manufacturer's rated capacity, but not to exceed 18,000 pounds. 
a. A permit issued under (B)(2) does not authorize the operation of any vehicle combination at a maximum gross weight in excess of 98,000 pounds.
C)  HARVEST EXEPTIONS
Pursuant to (5)(a), Wisconsin Statutes, 348.17(5)(a)from August 01 to December 31 of each year, no permit shall be required for the transportation of corn, soybeans, potatoes, vegetables or cranberries from the field to storage on the grower's owned or leased land, from the field to initial storage at a location not owned or leased by the grower, or from the field to initial processing in a vehicle or combination of vehicles that exceeds the weight limitations under §348.15 by not more than fifteen percent (15%) and that satisfies all of the following: 
1. 348.17(5)(a)1.Has a registered gross vehicle weight of 50,000 pounds or more. 
2. 348.17(5)(a)2.Is a motor truck, farm truck, road tractor, truck tractor or farm truck tractor, or such a vehicle combined with a semitrailer, trailer, or farm trailer when the vehicle or combination is a commercial motor vehicle operated on a county highway.
D)  TRANSPORT OF NON-DIVISIBLE LOADS
A vehicle transporting a load that cannot be reasonably divided, such as construction or industrial equipment, and that exceeds the maximum weight limits established in §348.16, Wisconsin Statutes, shall not operate on Monroe County trunk highways without a permit issued by the MCHD.
E)  PERMIT FEES
The Monroe County Highway Committee has approved a schedule of fees for permits issued pursuant to this policy.  The current MCHD fee schedule is found as ATTACHMENT A to this policy.
F)  PERMIT APPLICATION
The current application form is found in ATTACHMENT B.  All parts of the application must be completed and submitted along with all required information and the permit application fee.
G)  OWNER RESPONSIBILITY
In applying for and accepting a permit, the Applicant, their employees, agents and contractors shall be responsible for continuously meeting the provisions of the permit and all applicable state laws.
In accepting and exercising a permit, the Applicant agrees to hold the MCHD harmless in any claim or action arising from the performance of any operation under the permit.  The Applicant additionally agrees, in the event of such claim or action, that they shall defend the same solely at their expense.
H)  PERMIT EXPIRATION, SUSPENSION & REVOCATION
All permits issued under this policy shall expire seven (7) days after approval of the MCHD unless an alternative duration or expiration date is specifically authorized in the approved permit.
The MCHD may suspend or revoke, for good cause, any permit issued under this policy.

CHAPTER V	APPEAL
An applicant may appeal a MCHD decision to the Monroe County Highway Committee.
All appeals shall be made within thirty (30) days of the MCHD decision.
The Highway Committee meets in scheduled session on the third Friday of each month.
The appeal shall be in writing and shall state 
1. The specific action or decision being appealed, 
2. The reasons why the action or decision is being contested, and 
3. The specific article of this policy that is being appealed.  
The Highway Committee may reverse, confirm or modify the decision of the MCHD.  
The decision of the Highway Committee shall be final.



Adopted by the Monroe County Highway Committee, 22 February 2019.
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