October 18, 2019 meeting of the Monroe County Highway Committee


Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m., by Chairman Cedric Schnitzler.

Members present: Cedric Schnitzler, David Pierce, Paul Steele, Jim Schroeder, and Sharon Folcey.
Members absent:
Others present:  Office Manager – Becky Pitel, County Administrator – Tina Osterberg, Monroe County Resident – John Pleuss and Highway Commissioner-David Ohnstad.
1.  Period of Public Comment – Monroe County Resident John Pleuss came to speak about the snow plowing performed by Monroe County Resident Paul Dwyer.  Mr. Pleuss addressed that the Highway Committee granted Mr. Dwyer permission to plow snow across the road, which is against the law.  Pleuss stated that he called the Attorney General’s Office and got forwarded to the State Law Department and they sent him a copy of the state statue.  Pleuss furthered to explain that no state law can be superseded by another level of government except the state legislation.  Pleuss would like to know why this was done.  Mr. Dwyer plows the snow across the road, it plugs up his ditch in the spring and when it thaws it runs down into his garage and floods it.  Pleuss inquired if any of the committee members looked at this situation.  Highway Committee Chairman Cedric Schnitzler explained that the committee members cannot respond to public comments, as it is not an agenda item.  John Pleuss stated that if he had been aware of the meeting on February 21st, he would have been here and furthered to state that the only reason he knew about it was because Monroe County Sheriff Wes Revels told him about it.  Pleuss made it known that he contacted the Highway Commissioner a half a dozen times, in which the Highway Commissioner told him that it is illegal to plow snow in the ditch, but he could not enforce the law.  Pleuss presented the committee with pictures of the issue and requested a letter back from the committee as to why this decision was made.
2. Last Meeting Minutes-Motion to approve the minutes of the September 20, 2019 regular meeting made by Jim Schroeder, seconded by Paul Steele.  All ayes, motion carried.
3.
Payrolls presented as follows:


      
      Check Date -
09/27/2019     
   
     Check Date – 10/11/2019     
      



Field Personnel -           $ 84,541.98

Field Personnel - $ 89,553.91
      

 

 Administration -  
 $ 8,493.60   

Administration -   $   8,493,62
        




   Total-
           $ 93,035.58

              Total -   $ 98,047.53
 4.
 Vouchers presented as follows:
 

Month Vouchers -
$609,553.84
5.  Budget Transfer (Discussion & Decision)

Highway Commissioner David Ohnstad stated that beginning in January 2020, work zones established on a state highway that remain in place for longer than two hours will be required to include temporary rumble strips within the advance warning zone.  Ohnstad handed out a memo from the WDOT in regards to this matter and furthered to state that there was an accident on the state highways last night and one on the county highway last Sunday.  This equipment will be charged out with a rental rate of $30 per day also.  Motion made by Cedric Schnitzler to approve the budget adjustment of $23K to purchase 2 sets of temporary portable rumble strips, seconded by Jim Schroeder.  All ayes, motion carried.  Paul Steele inquired where the funds for purchase were coming from.  Mr. Ohnstad stated that they are being reallocated from the Tomah Shop Roof that did not get repaired.
6.  Resolution on Bridge Assessments (Discussion & Decision)

Motion made by Paul Steele to approve the resolution authorizing the 2019 County Highway Bridge & Culvert Special Assessments under WI Statute 83.03(2) as presented, seconded by David Pierce.  All ayes, motion carried.

7.  Resolution on County Aid to Locals (Discussion & Decision)

Motion made by David Pierce to approve resolution authorizing 2020 County Aid for Bridge or Culvert Construction and Repair Under WI Statutes Section 82.08 & 61.48 as presented, seconded by Jim Schroeder.  All ayes, motion carried.

8.  Highway Improvement Plan (Discussion & Decision)


Highway Commissioner David Ohnstad handed out the approved and proposed ten year county highway improvements plan from 2010-2019.  Ohnstad furthered to explain that a new ten year improvement plan will need to be compiled and approved for us to be able to apply for certain types of funding.  Ohnstad went through each year as follows…

· 2010-projects are done

· 2011-CTH U is not done and we anticipate improving this segment when the bridge is replaced.  This area will also need the Village of Norwalk to participate in improving the areas outside the driving lanes.  

· 2012-CTH AA is not done.  There is a section of CTH A and EW that was done just this last year.

· 2013-CTH M is under construction right not and the pavement will be postponed until next year.  CTH PC is not done and needs to be near the top of the next cycle.

· 2014-CTH BC, the area from Hwy 27 to the top of the hill is pretty rugged and this will not be a cheap fix.  CTH M section is under construction now.  CTH Z is not done.
· 2015-CTH ET is not done.  One of the projects has been submitted for funding.  CTH PP the pavement is not done.  This section has been identified as a high risk safety hazard.  The area is also under proposal for funding.

· 2016-CTH CM is not done and would have to be a cooperative project with the City of Tomah to improve the whole entire length.  Which at this time the whole length needs to be done, not just the segment.  CTH ET, this is another section that we have an application for funding in at this time.

· 2017-CTH BC, this is another section that has not been completed.  CTH E is not completed.

· 2018-None of the proposed have been done.  CTH EE has been transferred as well.  CTH ET, another piece proposed for funding.

· 2019-CTH EW was finished last year.  CTH W is another section to 2018 and is in bad shape.  
That being said, Highway Commissioner went through the following needs…

· CTH A-last section to Juneau County line needs to be done

· CTH AA – about 7 miles

· CTH B-new and on the list for funding opportunities with land access to the Fort.

· CTH BC-entire length about 8 miles

· CTH CA

· CTH CM

· CTH ET- 11-12 miles and then there is ET to Forbes

· CTH F- Hwy 27 to CTH T

· CTH G-CTH E to M and Hwy 12 to Hwy 173

· CTH H

· CTH I-entire length, 17 miles and in tough shape.

· CTH II-CTH I to CTH B

· CHT J-entire length

· CTH M-Gladstone to the north

· CTH N-CTH W to Kirkwood and CTH A to Hwy 12

· CTH O

· CTH OO

· CTH P

· CTH PC-entire length

· CTH S-entire length

· CTH T-Hwy 71 to CTH A

· CTH U-Hwy 71 to A

· CTH V-CTH P forward

· CTH W-entire length

· CTH WW

· CTH X-LaCrosse County Line to Hwy 33 and Hwy 33 to Hwy 27

· CTH XU

· CTH Y-LaCrosse County Line to CTH J and CTH J to Hwy 33

· CTH Z-entire length
Highway Commissioner David Ohnstad expressed that these roads are designed for a 25 year life span and we are pushing a 40 to 50 year life span on most of them.  The department will have projected ADTs.  Ohnstad stated that if the funds for CTH N do not come through, there will be no road project next year.  Ohnstad closed with stating “everyone love highways, but no one want to make decisions to fund them.  We need a plan to apply for funding also.”

9.  WCHA Winter Schools (Discussion & Decision)

Motion made by Paul Steele to allow David Pierce and Cedric Schnitzler to attend the WCHA Winter School in January 2020, seconded by Sharon Folcey.  All ayes, motion carried.
10.  Commissioner Report (Discussion)
· Highway Commissioner Ohnstad attended the Finance Committee meeting in regards to the CTH N project and the Revolving Loan Fund.  Ohnstad distributed information to the committees showing a map of the section of CTH N that we would like to improve and information about the Town of Wilton Bridge on Kiev Road that he is recommending the remainder of the Loan Funds to go to.  Ohnstad commented, “the last time CTH N was resurfaced Lyndon Johnson was in the White House.  The funding can be in the second year, but we need to be able to make the preparations”.  The committee also discussed the condition and concerns with the Town of Wilton Bridge on Kiev Road.
· Commissioner Ohnstad provided the committee a copy of a letter that went out to the property owners of CTH BB, Fillmore Avenue and Firefly.  He will be taking this letter to the Post Master in the next couple of days.  We have submitted a federal application for land access funding for CTH ET and the new CTH BB.  Ohnstad furthered to apologize if there was some kind of concern about his absence from the Special Meeting to approve the resolution of jurisdictional transfer.  Ohnstad was under the impression that the committee was fine with his non-attendance as they had already approved the decision to transfer prior at the monthly committee meeting.  No comments were made from the committee.

· The department Budget Hearing is at 9:50 a.m. on Monday, October 21st.

· Safety Day Training will be held on Tuesday, November 12th with lunch from noon to 1 p.m.  The committee members are encourage to join us.  This will be posted as a meeting.

· Commissioner Ohnstad gave the committee a copy of the memo from the State Deer Kill Coordinator.  The memo states that the deer pick up contract is up for renewal and welcomes the county to contact the contractors to see if they would like to participate in the contract for county roads.  The committee feels that we should leave the dead deer policy for county roads as is.

· Commissioner Ohnstad expressed that there has been a lot of interest in the new MSILT project funding that is 90/10.  We are pondering an applications for CTH AA to the top of the hill as his has a huge economic impact with 3 gravel quarries located on this road.  Ohnstad will be contacting the 3 quarry owners for more support.
11.  Set Next Month Meeting Date (Discussion & Decision)

Motion made by David Pierce to hold the next monthly Highway Committee meeting on November 15th at 9 a.m. and the December month meeting on December 13th at 9:00 a.m., seconded by Sharon Folcey.  All ayes, motion carried.  
12.  Future Agenda Items

CTH N endorsement and 10 year Improvement Plan.
Motion to adjourn at 10:38 a.m. by David Pierce, seconded by Sharon Folcey.  All ayes, motion carried.
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