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Monroe County Natural Resource and Extension Committee 
Regular Monthly Meeting – December 11, 2018 

Monroe County Ag Service Center – 820 Industrial Dr., Sparta, WI 
 

 
Committee Members present: N. VanWychen, D. Pierce, J. Schroeder, W. Habhegger, A. McCoy and D. Powell. 
Also Present: B. Micheel (LC), C. Mulder (LC), B. Richardson (LC), B. Halfman (UW-EXT), C. Saxe (UW-EXT Area Dir.), J. Goede 
(UW-EXT), S. Davison (DNR Forester), James Eagleson (LO), Dale Stabel Warrens), Nancy Bushing (Tomah), Keith Pearson 
(Warrens), Jeff Solheim (Geologist),Steve Wykosk (Three Lakes), Norman Poetkr, Nancy RT Benz( Sr. Project Coordinator 
of Summit Envirosolutions, John Dustman (Summit Envirosolutions), Dave Gordon ( Joseph Miller Co.), William Curran 
(Atty), Nathan Grygleski ( Valley Corp), William Klouda (Valley Corp), Douglas Livdahl (CFO-Deli, Inc.), Chris  Salzwedel 
(Salzwedel Cranberry Marsh), Randy  Spangler(Westermann Supply), Georgeanne Murray(Town of LaGrange Planning 
Committee), Gary Herritz and Kathy Herritz. 
 
The meeting notice was posted in compliance with the open meeting law.  
 
Call to Order: Chair N. VanWychen called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  
 
Public Comment Period: None 
 
Approve Minutes from the November 13th NR & Extension Meeting: The committee reviewed the minutes. A motion 
was made to approve the minutes as presented by D. Pierce, second by J. Schroeder. Motion carried 5-0-1.     
 
D. Powell arrived during the Public Hearing. 
 
Reclamation Plan-Valley Junction Mine Public Hearing: See attached Summary.       
 
Deke Slayton/Bike Museum: None 
 
Local History Room/Wegner Grotto: J. Roll submitted report via email. 
 
County Farm Education Funds: None 
 
Extension Office Business:    

1. Review November Expenditures: (Saxe) C. Saxe reviewed November expenditures. 
2. Family Living Position: C. Saxe reported he has a meeting with Vernon County on Thursday to discuss the 

shared position. Discussion followed with an overview of the position titled “Health and Well-being” 
Educator.  Bulletin points discussed for the position included: 

• Assessing community efforts related to individual and family health and well-being, including healthy 
eating and active living. 

• Providing leadership and educational outreach to individuals, families and communities to promote 
healthy living opportunities and behaviors. 

• Supporting local Food Security Systems. 
• Building community capacity to address needs that affect families countrywide. 
• Parenting and relationship education. 
• Financial security 

Motion was made by W. Habhegger to move forward with the position as discussed if Vernon County approves, 
second by J. Schroeder. Motion carried 6-0. 

3. Office Relocation: B. Halfman reported the renovation at 204 K Street will be starting soon and take about a 
month to complete. Projected moving in mid-January.  
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4. 4H & Youth Development Report (Goede) – report attached. 
5. Agriculture Report (Halfman) - report attached.  
6. AED Update (Saxe) - None. 

 Motion made by D. Pierce to accept Agent reports and review of expenditures, second by A. McCoy. 
Motion carried 6-0. 
 

NRCS Report: None 
 
Land Conservation Department: 
 

1. Review November Expenditures: B. Micheel reviewed expenditures. 
2. Review/Approve Line Item Transfer: Motion was made by D. Pierce to approve line item transfer of $500 from 

the vehicle operations account to the Conservation Promotion Expense account, second by A. McCoy. Motion 
carried 6-0. 

3. County Conservationist Report: B. Micheel reported interviews scheduled for December 17th for the Land Use 
Planner, with 3 applicants, scheduled at noon and will be held at the Justice Center in the Assembly Room. 
Micheel announced the Stewardship Awards Winners: Conservation Farmer of the Year- Mark & Betty 
Henthorne; Conservationist of the Year- Joe Cook; Tree Farmer of the Year-Leo Fischer. Banquet scheduled 
January 26, 2019. Micheel handed out Supervisors WI Land & Water Conservation Association Handbooks to 
the committee members. Micheel mentioned the Monroe County Advisory Team will be meeting December 
19th to review the Land & Water Plan. (Full report attached) 

4. 2018 Conservation Practice Review:  C. Mulder gave a Power Point presentation of the Conservation Practices 
installed in 2018, showing before and after photos. Mulder reported 4 miles of Streambank Protection (Riprap 
and shaping); 7,000 ft. Grassed Waterway; 4 Dam’s; 3 Well De Commissioning; 1,242 Nutrient Management 
acres implemented. 

 
DNR Reports:  

1. Private Lands: S. Davison mentioned the DNR only having a limited number of trees left for sale. Davison 
reported a new find of a fungus that kills conifers- Heterobasidion Root Disease, has been found 1-2 miles west 
of Cataract, the mushroom looks like popcorn. Davison also reported a 50 ft. strip of gas pipeline will be cut out 
on Hwy 21. 

2. Warden: None 
3. MFL: None 

 
Forestry & Parks:  

1. Forestry & Park Updates: C. Ziegler submitted his report via email. 
2. Review/Approve Park Line Item Transfer: Motion was made by D. Pierce to approve the line item transfer of 

$2,500 from contracted services account to electricity account, second by J. Schroeder. Motion carried 6-0. 
3. Review/Approve Resolution Amending Monroe County Camping Fees: Tabled till next meeting. 
4. Review Forestry & Parks November Expenditures: C. Ziegler submitted November monthly expenditures via 

email. 
5. Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held Tuesday, January 8, 2019 at 8:30 a.m. at the Monroe County Ag 

Services Center in Sparta.    
 
Adjourn: Meeting was adjourned at 11:45. 
 
Recorder: Connie Holzl 
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Bill Halfman, Agriculture Agent  
 
Agriculture Extension Highlights Update November 14 to December 11, 2018 
 
The starter fertilizer trial was harvested on November 15th and the results are being analyzed at this time. 
 
The annual UW Pest Management Update for Ag Professionals was held on November 16th at Bangor. There 
were 21 agronomy professionals from around the area in attendance at the workshop.  The workshop provides 
participants updates on the past growing season and UW research project updates on weed management, 
insect management and plant disease management.  A survey of participants indicated that the information 
that they learned in previous years at the workshop has helped them improve profits for their farmer customers 
by approximately $14.78 an acre, and in this area will impact approximately 250,000 acres for a total impact of 
approximately 3.6 million dollars. 
 
The annual UW Extension Soil, Water and Fertilizer update for Ag Professionals was held on November 29th at 
Sparta. There were 25 agronomy and soil and water professionals from around the region in attendance at the 
workshop.  This workshop provides updates from UW research projects in soil and water management, 
nutrient and fertilizer management and nutrient management plan writing.  
 
The Ag Agent presented information on beef cattle enterprise economics at a beef production workshop in 
Arcadia on December 6th.  There were twenty participants at the workshop. 
 
 
Upcoming Events- more to be added as they get finalized 
 
 
Dec 12 BQA Viroqua 
Dec 13 BQA Mondovi 
Dec 18 BQA La Crosse 
Jan 10 Agronomy Update- Sparta 
Jan 15 to 17 Agronomy Conference In-service 
Jan 22 Dairy MPP program update- Cashton 
Jan 24-25 Driftless Region Beef Conference 
Feb 7 Western WI Beef Producers Annual Meeting 
Feb 8-9 Wisconsin Cattlemen’s Winter Conference 
Feb 12 Food Safety Modernization Act Workshop 
Feb 25-27 UW Cattle Feeders Workshops 
Feb 26 Shifting Gears on the Farm Conference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Monroe County UW Extension      Natural Resources & Extension Report 
4-H & Youth Development Agent                             Date:  Tuesday, December 11, 2018    

Joshua L. Goede 

 
 
 

AODA Opportunity w/Monroe County Safe Community Coalition 
The Agents for change have made progress with 
developing a lesson plan for Tobacco Presentations in 
Cashton. They will be presenting to the Cashton 5th 
Grade on Dec. 19.  Their most recent project can be 
heard on COW 97 during the drive times. The youth 
recorded a radio spot that is funded through the Great 
Rivers United Way. The spots remind family of the 
harm marijuana poses to youth.  
 
Choose Health: Food, Fitness, & FUN 
The Brookwood FFA Advisor and the Agent have 
been planning a session of the nutrition program that 
is supported with grant funding. The Brookwood FFA 
Leadership Class will learn the program as well as 
basic teaching skills and the connections between Ag 
and nutrition during training the 14-20 of Dec. The 
students will them present the NOW 4th grade in Jan. 
and Feb. of 2019.  
 
Advanced Space Academy & Space Camp Counselors 
The Agent is wrapping up the planning for 2019 ASA. 
There will be 25 youth across the state participating 
January 26-February 1, 2019. The Agent and the 4-H 

Coordinator from Wood County will host a Pre-Travel 
orientation on Jan 26 in Milwaukee.  
The Agent is again working with the Counselor 
Program for WI Space Camp in 2019. We have 2 
youth involved in that program as well as 4 members 
participating as delegates this year. A total of 6 
Monroe County youth participating in Space Camp.  
 
End of Year Processes 
The Agent has begun compiling reports for the end of 
year reporting this year. It is an exciting time of year 
as we look back at all the great projects, activities, and 
learning opportunities that happened this past year.  
 
Horse Project 
The Agent will be working with the Horse Project 
members this year to redefine how they operate. The 
group has decided to function as a committee instead 
of a board of directors. There are fewer families 
participating and the added layer of formality was 
getting in the way of learning about horsemanship 
and having fun which is why kids sign up for the 
project.

• Jr. Leaders 
 Helping with Sparta Christmas Lights Dec 15 
 Planning Clover College on Jan 19, 2019 with 

the lock in to follow.  
 

• Volunteers in Preparation 
 There will be more classes scheduled after the 

new year begins.   
 We have gained 8 new volunteers so far this 

year.  
 
COMING SOON 

o Dec. 15- Jr. Leaders Work Sparta 
Lights 

o Jan 19- Clover College 
o March 2 Festival of Arts 
o April 13 Fur, Fin, & Feather 

Continuing Programs 















 
 December 11th, 2018 - Staff Report 

Bob Micheel- County Conservationist 
 LCD Business: 

• Land Use Planner Position: Interviews scheduled for December 17th. 
• Sparta School Woods: Potential resolution on re-investing timber sale proceeds 

designated for the county into educational programing at the school woods.   
• Stewardship Awards:  Winners announced: Conservation Farmer of the Year – Mark 

& Betty Henthorne; Conservationist of the Year – Joe Cook; Tree Farmer of the Year – 
Leo Fischer. Banquet scheduled for January 26, 2019. 

• Tree Sales: 4,042 trees sold totaling $3,044.00. 
• Monroe County CWD Task Force – Deer harvest up, with the antlerless season just 

completed and the scheduled holiday hunt.  To date: 521 deer sampled for CWD in 
Monroe County - no positives. 

• Monroe County Invasive Species Working Group – Cost shared two projects (Arena & 
Justin) this year to promote and educate landowners on invasive plant mgt. 

• Tri-Creek Property – Ridgeville Township is pursuing regaining access to the Norwalk 
Pond from Kermit Avenue. 

• PL566 Dams – Meeting with NRCS, DNR and Vernon County on December 20th to 
discuss options on the 3 breeched structures in the Coon Creek watershed. 

• Multiple Discharger Variance (MDV) – Monroe County is eligible for $17,595.71 from 
municipalities participating in the phosphorous variance program. The county 
receives payment to implement measures within the HUC 8 that covers practice cost 
and a percent of the administrative cost. 

• WI Land & Water Conservation Association - Supervisors Handbook – (Handout) 
• Land & Water Plan Update: - The Monroe County Advisory Team will be meeting on 

December 19th to review the plan. This will be the last opportunity for the team to 
provide input. Plan to review summary of resource concerns and department 
objective/focus for the next 10 years.  
 
 
 
 

Meeting Schedule: 
• December 19th – Land & Water Plan Advisory Team Meeting 
• December 20th  – PL566 Meeting 
• January 8th – Natural Resource & Extension Committee Meeting 
• January 10th – Awards Committee & Tri-Creek Land Use Planning Committee 

 



December 11, 2018 -- Soil & Water Conservationist’s Report 
 

Christina Mulder 

• Activities 
o Receiving title searches for those applying to enrolling into CREP 

easements. Noticing issues with most searches that need to be cleared 
before the title search is insured. CREP easements need title insurance 
before legally creating the easement. Examples of issues include: 
infringing mineral rights, void party interest, delinquent property taxes, 
undocumented landscape changes, property boundary disputes, etc.  

o Editing the Monroe County Land & Water Plan 
o Finished interviewing and filming the Land Stewardship Award winners. 

Sent media files to Cashton High School where two students are creating 
the video clips to feature at the Awards Banquet. 

o Attended Nutrient Management Planning (Snap+) training with DATCP  
o Working on construction plans for 2019 

Bryce Richardson 

• Activities 
o Completing designs for 2019 Construction 
o Assisted with 35 ac. prairie planting for CREP program 
o Worked on Land and Water plan 
o Correspondence with public on Nonmetallic issues relating to Valley Jct 

Mine informational hearing. 
 







Forestry & Parks Report (December) – Ziegler  

Forestry: 

• Active Timber Sales 
o 142 New Lyme 
o 151 New Lyme 

• Timber sale establishment 
o New Lyme 
o Byron 

• Boundary Work 
o New Lyme 
o Byron 
o Lincoln 

 
 

Parks: 

• Electric addition planning 
 
 

Snowmobile: 
 

• FEMA Meeting 
• FEMA Application 

 
 

 
 

 
 




