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Regular Monthly Meeting 
Monday August 19, 2024 @8:30 a.m. 

USDA Farm Service Center – Conference Room, Sparta, WI  
 
Committee Members Present:  Nodji VanWychen, Cedric Schnitzler, Joey Esterline, Todd Sparks, Paul 
Zastoupil 
 
 Committee Members Absent:  Doug Rogalla 
 
Also Present:  Chad Ziegler, Abby Czyscon, Bob Micheel, Adam Hady, Bonita Hanley, April Anderson, 
Justin Olson, Holly Geurts, Roxie Anderson, Abigail Hill, Brad Robson, Jessup Weichelt, Jarrod Roll, Chris 
Jones, Claudia Neve, Connie Weedman 
 
This meeting was posted in compliance with open meeting laws. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chair Nodji VanWychen 
 
Introduction  
 
Public Comment Period – No public comments 
 
Approve Minutes from the July 17th, 2024 Meeting. The committee reviewed the minutes. 
A motion was made by J. Esterline to approve the meeting minutes, Second by P. Zastoupil, Motion carries 5-
0-1. 
 
A question was raised regarding changing the monthly committee meeting day from the third Monday of 
the month to the second Monday of the month to accommodate all committee members.  The committee 
agreed that going forward the Natural Resources and Extension Committee will meet on the second 
Monday of the month beginning in September. 
 
Local History Room/Wegner Grotto Report (J. Roll)  

• Report – see attached 
o Shared flyer for Art Outdoors and Back to the 1980s 

• July expenditures were reviewed – see attached 
• Reviewed 2025 Budget, minimal changes – see attached 

A motion was made by T. Sparks to approve the reports as presented, Second by J. Esterline, Motion carries 
5-0-1. 
 
Deke Slayton/Bike Museum (A. Young) – not present, No Report 
 
Extension Office Business (A. Hady)  

• July Expenditures were reviewed – see attached 
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• 2025 Budget was reviewed – see attached 
• Extension Educator Reports (A. Anderson) – report attached  

o April shared Eat More Color Bingo Challenge 
• 4H Youth Development Educator (J. Hornickel) – presented by B. Hanley, report attached 

o Bonita’s last week as intern is August 19-23rd 
 

Fort McCoy Update (T. Townsell) – (C. Jones, Jessup Weichelt) 
• Chris Jones moving out of area, introduced Claudia Neve as replacement 
• Endangered Species – Interns worked on Monarch Butterfly surveys 
• Invasive species- Two scuba divers pulled Milfoil and Curly leaf, numbers are down, treated 

1493 acres for multiple types of invasive species, more acres treated by goats and hand work 
• Forestry – Working on timber marking for timber sales, and burn plans with Forestry Service 
• Wildlife – Bluebird boxes are still being used, Turkey population has decreased by 1 %, Grouse 

population is up 20 % 
• Hunting – Regulations updated and approved August 1st 

 
NRCS Report (J. Olson)  

• Introduced Holly Geurts, she will be taking over for Nikki Krause while she is on temporary 
assignment with the State Office. 

• Programs are winding down, some CSP and EQIP to obligate yet 
• EQIP signup deadline for 2025 is November 1st 

Conservation Congress (S. Brownell) – Unable to attend, will present when available  
 
Land Conservation Department (B. Micheel) 

• Review July expenditures –see attached 
• Line item transfer – see attached 

Motion made by C. Schnitzler to approve line item transfer as presented. Second by J. Esterline Motion carries 5-0-1 
 

• Reviews 2025 Budget – see attached 
• Resolution authorizing and approving the Natural Resource and Conservation Service Plan for 

the decommission of dams in the Coon Creek Watershed and securing grant agreements for 
services 

A motion was made by C. Schnitzler to approve the Resolution to decommission the dams in the Coon Creek 
Watershed and secure grant agreements for services, Second by T. Sparks, Motion carries 5-0-1 
 

• LCD Director’s Report – see attached 
• Resolution to approve Open Space Management Plan 2024-2029  
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A motion was made by C. Schnitzler to approve the Open Space Management for 2024-2029, Second by T. 
Sparks, Motion carries 5-0-1 
 

• Land Use Planner Report (R. Anderson) –see attached 
• Soil & Water Conservationist Reports (Torkelson, Lefebvre)–see attached 
• Fishing Easement for K. and M. Schmitz property 

A motion was made by C. Schnitzler to approve the Fishing Easement for K. and M. Schmitz property, Second 
by J. Esterline, Motion carries 5-0-1. 
 

• LCD Intern Report – Abigail shared her intern experience working on flood monitoring 
stations, GIS layers for fishing easements and feed lot locations and on line access 

• Conservation Agronomist Report – (B. Robson) – see attached 
• Shared Little La Crosse Watershed Group flyer, everyone invited 

Forestry (C. Ziegler, A. Czyscon)  
• Forestry updates –see attached 
• Looking at a new approach to Tri-Creek timber sales 
• 2025 budget update 
• Line Item Transfer – see attached 

Motion made by C. Schnitzler to approve line item transfer as presented. Second by J. Esterline Motion carries 5-0-1 
 

• Parks (C. Ziegler, A. Cyzscon) 
• Parks updates – see attached 
• Reviewed July expenditures 

A motion was made by C. Schnitzler to adjourn the meeting. Second by P. Zastoupil Motion carries 5-0-1. 
 
Adjourn 10:45 am - Next Meeting: Monday September 9, 2024 @8:30 a.m.  
                                         At USDA Farm Services Center – Conference Room, Sparta, WI 
 
Recorded by Tracy Antonneau, Administrative Associate 
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