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Regular Monthly Meeting 
Monday June 17, 2024 @8:30 a.m. 

USDA Farm Service Center – Conference Room, Sparta, WI  
 
Committee Members Present:  Nodji VanWychen, Cedric Schnitzler, Joey Esterline 
 
 Committee Members Absent:  Doug Rogalla, Todd Sparks, Paul Zastoupil  
 
Also Present:  Chris Jones, Jessup Weichelt, Chad Ziegler, Abby Czyscon, Brad Robson, Bob Micheel, 
Connie Weedman, Adam Hady, Jason Hornickel, Bonita Hanley, April Anderson, Tom Torkelson 
 
This meeting was posted in compliance with open meeting laws. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:33 a.m. by Chair Nodji VanWychen 
 
Introduction – The committee members were introduced to Bonita Hanley the new intern working with 
UW Extension. 
 
Public Comment Period – A community member shared her feelings about logging at Tri-Creek.  She 
asked for the committee to reject any contracts for logging and to preserve the area. 
 
Approve Minutes from the May 8th, 2024 Meeting. The committee reviewed the minutes. 
A motion was made by C. Schnitzler to approve the meeting minutes, Second by J. Esterline, Motion carries 3-
0-2. 
 
Local History Room/Wegner Grotto Report (Roll) – not present 

• Report – see attached 
• May Expenditures – see attached 

Deke Slayton/Bike Museum (Young) – not present, No Report 
 
Extension Office Business (Hady) – report attached 

• Reviewed May Expenditures – (A. Hady) 
• Extension Educator Reports (A. Anderson) – report attached  
• 4H Youth Development Educator (J. Hornickel) –report attached 

- Intern Bonita Hanley started June 5th 
 

Fort McCoy Update (Townsell) – (J. Weichelt, C. Jones) 
• Fisheries – Started creel surveys.   Ground water testing shows an increase in elevation of over 

a foot 
• Endangered Species – Frosted Elfin Butterfly found in wildfire area.  Biological survey for Long 

Ear Bats started. 
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• Invasive species –325 acres treated for Garlic Mustard another 30 acres pulled  
• Forestry – Arbor Day celebration, Red Pines were planted by Challenge Academy and the 

Childcare Center 
• Turkey season was very successful 
• Drumming Surveys found increase in Grouse 
• Armed Forces Day over 4,000 people attended, back to pre-covid numbers 
• July 19th change of command 

 
NRCS Report (N. Krause) – no report 

Land Conservation Department (Micheel) 
• Review May expenditures –see attached 
• LCD Director’s Report – see attached 
• Land Use Planner Report (R. Anderson) –see attached 
• Soil & Water Conservationist Reports (Torkelson, Lefebvre)–see attached 
• No fishing easements to approve 
• Cost share agreements G. Miller streambank protection, P. Flock critical area stabilization, B. 

Peterson grass waterway, H. Menn waste storage closure. 

A motion was made by C. Schnitzler to approve the cost share agreements, Second by J. Esterline, Motion 
carries 3-0-2. 
 

• Conservation Agronomist Report – (B. Robson) – see attached 

Forestry (C. Ziegler, A. Czyscon)  
• Forestry updates –see attached 
• Tri-Creek timber sale, no bids 
• Timber Sale - Only one parcel out of the 4 available (including Tri-Creek) received a bid. 

Chad will look into a late summer or early fall bid opening and or pursue other means to 
implement harvest. 

A motion was made by C. Schnitzler to approve the timber sale bid for Tract 1-23 Wilson Pine, Second by J. 
Esterline, Motion carries 3-0-2. 

 
• Farmer’s Valley Creek Bridge – 2 bids, lowest bid for a steel bridge, DNR approval needed 

A motion was made by C. Schnitzler to approve the Farmer’s Valley Creek Bridge bid from Eby’s Portable 
Welding & Fabrication for $61,000, pending approval of the engineered drawing(s) by the WDNR, Second by 
J. Esterline, Motion carries 3-0-2. 
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Parks (C. Ziegler, A. Cyzscon) 

• Parks updates – see attached 
• Reviewed April expenditures 

 
DNR Reports – no report 
 
NR&E Meeting Dates – A discussion was had regarding a committee member having difficulty attending 
meetings on the third Monday of the Month.  A decision was made to revisit the issue at the July 15th 
meeting. 

A motion was made by C. Schnitzler to adjourn the meeting, Second by J. Esterline Motion carries 3-0-2. 
 
Adjourn 10:28 am - Next Meeting: Monday July 15, 2024 @8:30 a.m.  
                                         At USDA Farm Services Center – Conference Room, Sparta, WI 
 
Recorded by Tracy Antonneau, Administrative Associate 
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June 17th, 2024 - Staff Report 
Bob Micheel – LCD – Director 

 

 LCD Business: 

 Non-Metallic Mining – Working with Monroe County Property & Maintenance on the Wisconsin White 
Sands2 & L&S Investments on their tax delinquent parcels.  Held a conference call with key county staff 
and the DNR mining coordinator to review White Sands mining operation and next steps for the County. 

 DNR Violations – A fish kill on Moore Creek was reported the week of May 12th as a result of transfer 
pump failure at the separator barn. Manure runoff was documented twice by the DNR that week. Met 
with the landowner Al Ferris on site along with the DNR Warden, CAFO inspector and DNR non-point 
coordinator Friday, May 19th. Inspection report is being developed with potential fines. 

*A CAFO farm in the Little La Crosse Watershed was recently fined for violating Wisconsin 
wastewater laws. (See attached press release) 

 CCTF – Coordinating a summer tour of the National Weather Service, solar farm, along with an agro-
forestry (Silva-pasture) project sometime in July. More information to follow. 

 PROTECT Grant – Entering the planning stage with the Hwy. Department and stakeholders as more 
program information is disseminated from program officials. 

 Tri-Creek – Received a notice of another parcel (40 acres) is for sale up-stream from the (Krueger) 20 
acres purchased this past winter. Parcel link: Lifestyle Property For Sale- 0 KERMIT AVENUE, Norwalk, WI 
54648-BYU... (midwestlifestyleproperties.com) 

 Coon Creek PL566 Dams – The comment period for the final PEIS for the Coon Creek and West Fork 
PL566 dams closes today. A resolution by Monroe County (Sponsor) NR&E Committee will be developed 
to move forward with the NRCS proposed action to decommission the 7 PL566 dams in the Coon Creek 
Watershed is planned for the July committee meeting. The resolution will support the action along with 
securing the grant agreement for NRCS to hire a private engineer to design the dam decommissioning 
projects. I’ve been meeting with landowners that hold PL566 dams on their property to discuss the 
decommissioning process. I attended a Coon Creek meeting to discuss future plans for the Coon Creek 
Watershed. Participants included elected state and local officials along with NRCS State and Area office 
staff including LCD staff from Vernon and La Crosse County. Consensus to continue working on climate 
smart land use to reduce flood impacts in the Coon Creek Watershed; which involves plan development 
and grant opportunities. Kickoff meeting held for the DNR 9 Key Element plan on June 11th. 

 ROW Garbage – Held a meeting with the Hwy. Department, Solid Waste, and the NR&E members to 
discuss the amount of waste ending up in our ROW across Monroe County. Consensus’s on 
sources/issues while defining a few objectives to explore in the near future. Plan to meet again on June 
25th to continue the conversation.  

 Meetings & Presentations  
 Participated in the Dairy Breakfast and Armed Forces Day over the past month. Showcased our 

Land Conservation Dept. efforts and programs we have to offer. Great opportunity to engage 
with the public. 

  Monroe County LCD Staff and the NR&E committee members are encouraged to attend the 
upcoming Western Area Association meeting planned for Tuesday, June 18th at the Monroe 
County Board Assembly Room. Participating counties: Trempealeau, Jackson, La Crosse, Juneau, 
Vernon, & Crawford Counties will have an opportunity to share challenges and successes, elect 
officers and hear from WI Land & Water staff. 

Meeting Schedule: 

 June 18th – Western Area Association meeting, NR&E training, WWOA West Central, TU Interview 

 June 19th – Stewardship Awards Committee 

 June 20th – PROTECT Grant kickoff , WL+W Equity Group 

 June 25th – ROW Garbage 

 July 10th – Town of Leon 

 July 11th – WI L+W Technical Committee 

 July 15th  - Natural Resource & Extension Committee 

https://www.midwestlifestyleproperties.com/listing-detail/1145288987/0_KERMIT_AVENUE-Norwalk-WI?listingSort=RELEVANCE&page=1&pageSize=24&isSearching=true&siteId=12911&listingSource=all%20listings&key=Norwalk,%20WI&keywordType=city&mapSearch=false&zoom=10&timeline=true&mode=map%2Blist&listingSortOptions=%5b%7B%22label%22:%22Default%22,%22value%22:%22RELEVANCE%22%7D,%7B%22label%22:%22Price-High%20To%20Low%22,%22value%22:%22PRICE_DESC%22%7D,%7B%22label%22:%22Price-Low%20To%20High%22,%22value%22:%22PRICE_ASC%22%7D,%7B%22label%22:%22Newest%20Listings%22,%22value%22:%22MLS_LIST_DATE_L_DESC%22%7D,%7B%22label%22:%22Beds%20(Most)%22,%22value%22:%22BEDROOMS_DESC%22%7D,%7B%22label%22:%22Baths%20(Most)%22,%22value%22:%22BATHS_DESC%22%7D,%7B%22label%22:%22Year%20Built%20(Newest)%22,%22value%22:%22BUILT_YEAR_DESC%22%7D,%7B%22label%22:%22Square%20Feet%20(Biggest)%22,%22value%22:%22SQFT_DESC%22%7D%5d&timezone=GMT%2B0000&source=search
https://www.midwestlifestyleproperties.com/listing-detail/1145288987/0_KERMIT_AVENUE-Norwalk-WI?listingSort=RELEVANCE&page=1&pageSize=24&isSearching=true&siteId=12911&listingSource=all%20listings&key=Norwalk,%20WI&keywordType=city&mapSearch=false&zoom=10&timeline=true&mode=map%2Blist&listingSortOptions=%5b%7B%22label%22:%22Default%22,%22value%22:%22RELEVANCE%22%7D,%7B%22label%22:%22Price-High%20To%20Low%22,%22value%22:%22PRICE_DESC%22%7D,%7B%22label%22:%22Price-Low%20To%20High%22,%22value%22:%22PRICE_ASC%22%7D,%7B%22label%22:%22Newest%20Listings%22,%22value%22:%22MLS_LIST_DATE_L_DESC%22%7D,%7B%22label%22:%22Beds%20(Most)%22,%22value%22:%22BEDROOMS_DESC%22%7D,%7B%22label%22:%22Baths%20(Most)%22,%22value%22:%22BATHS_DESC%22%7D,%7B%22label%22:%22Year%20Built%20(Newest)%22,%22value%22:%22BUILT_YEAR_DESC%22%7D,%7B%22label%22:%22Square%20Feet%20(Biggest)%22,%22value%22:%22SQFT_DESC%22%7D%5d&timezone=GMT%2B0000&source=search


Phil Mlsna and Mlsna Dairy Supply, Inc. 
Assessed $209,641.47 for Violations of 

Wisconsin’s Wastewater Laws at their CAFO 
located in Sparta, Wis. 

June 11, 2024 

Contact: DOJCommunications@doj.state.wi.us 

   

 
MADISON, Wis. – Attorney General Josh Kaul today, in partnership with the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), announced that Monroe County Judge Mark L. 
Goodman issued an order requiring Phil G. Mlsna and Mlsna Dairy Supply, Inc. to pay 
$209,641.47 for violations of Wisconsin’s wastewater laws at the concentrated animal 
feeding operation (CAFO) that they own and operate in Sparta, Wis. 

“The WPDES permitting system is in place for a very good reason: to protect clean water,” 
said AG Kaul. “As this case highlights, violations of our wastewater laws can result in 
significant penalties.” 

“Wisconsin’s wastewater laws are in place to protect our environment and ensure safe, clean 
water for Wisconsinites. Violations of those laws are serious offenses, as they can 
contaminate our waters, harm wildlife and jeopardize public health,” said Wisconsin DNR 
Assistant Deputy Secretary Mark Aquino. “We appreciate the efforts of the Wisconsin DOJ 
to hold violators accountable and protect our natural resources.” 

The defendants allowed the Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) 
permit for their CAFO to expire in 2015 and continued operating their large CAFO without a 
permit for years. During that time, the defendants were not subject to the laws that other 
legally permitted CAFOs within the state are required to follow. The defendants also 
constructed a sand separation system without plans and specifications approved by the 
DNR. The defendants were found liable for all 2,501 days on which the State alleged that 
they violated Wisconsin’s wastewater laws. 

After the State filed this case, the defendants submitted a complete application for a WPDES 
permit to DNR. DNR issued that permit effective September 1, 2023. 

Judge Goodman held a court trial from November 6, 2023, to November 8, 2023, to receive 
evidence regarding the forfeiture that he should assess for defendants’ violations. On May 
16, 2024, Judge Goodman issued an order requiring defendants to pay $209,641.47 total in 
forfeitures, surcharges, court costs, and attorney fees. 

The investigation of this case was aided by tips from members of the public. The public can 
report tips anonymously to the DNR Tip Hotline at 1-800-TIP-WDNR (1-800-847-9367). 

This case was prosecuted by Wisconsin Department of Justice Public Protection Unit 
Assistant Attorney General Emily M. Ertel and Paralegals Lisa Rossman and Sara Balde. 
DOJ staff worked closely with numerous DNR staff to obtain this result, including current 
Environmental Enforcement Specialist Andrea Gruen and now-retired Environmental 
Enforcement Specialist Deborah Dix. 

A copy of the State’s Complaint and the Court’s order is available here. 
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Company Lump Sum Bid Notes

Custom Manufacturing, Inc. $76,700.00 est. project completion by 12/15/2024

Eby's Portable Welding & Fabrication $61,000.00 est. project completion by 9/30/2024

Farmer's Valley Creek Bridge Rehabilitation

Sparta, WI




































