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PLEASE NOTE: A quorum of the Monroe County Board or other committees may be present at this meeting. No business of the County Board or other committees will 

be conducted at this meeting, only the business noted above. 

 
Regular Monthly Meeting 

Wednesday, October 11th, 2023 @8:30 a.m. 
USDA Farm Service Center – Conference Room Sparta, WI 

820 Industrial Drive, Sparta, WI 54656 
Amended Agenda: (Times noted below are approximate and subject to change) 

 
Committee Members Present: Nodji VanWychen, David Pierce, Doug Rogalla, Joey Esterline, 
Todd Sparks 
 
Committee Members Excused: Paul Zastoupil 
 
Also Present:  Aniese Epstein, Ned Gaske, Skip Frazee, Marcus Frazee, Jarrod Roll, Adam Hady, 
April Anderson, Jason Hornickel, Bob Micheel, Phil Peterson, Chad Ziegler, Nick Wilson, Vicky Kast 
 
This meeting was posted in compliance with open meeting laws. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:32 a.m. by Chair Nodji VanWychen. 
 
Public Comment Period – A statement was handed out to the committee and read by a 
community member regarding her concerns with management of the Tri-Creek property. Requesting 
management decision are based off the land use plan that is in development. Three other community 
members were present and in agreement with the statement read.  
 
Approve Minutes from the September 13th, 2023 Meeting. The committee reviewed the 
minutes. D. Rogalla had a correction to last month’s minutes regarding the motion to approve the 
fishing easement. He was listed as making the motion and approving it. The committee remembers 
that T. Sparks was the person who seconded that motion. A motion was made by D. Pierce to approve 
the minutes as amended, Second by D. Rogalla. Motion carries 5-0 
 
Local History Room/Wegner Grotto Report- (Roll) 

 Reports – see attached 
 Financial reports – see attached 

 
A motion was made by T. Sparks to approve the Monroe County Local History Room and Wegner 
Grotto Reports as presented, Second by D. Rogalla, Motion carries 5-0. 
 
Deke Slayton/Bike Museum Report - (Young) 

 Reports – no report sent. 
 
The Committee is requesting Tracy Antonneau send another email to A. Young asking for a report for 
next month.  
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Extension Office Business (Hady) 
 Reviewed September Expenditures – see attached 
 Extension Educator Report (A. Anderson) – see attached 
 4-H Program Educator Report (J. Hornickel) – see attached 

 
A. Hady said the office will be closed Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023 for a civil rights audit. D. Pierce asked 
Hady to share the audit report with the committee when we get it.  
 
D. Rogalla asked if Extension worked on substance abuse issues. Both Educators are on the Monroe 
County Safe Community Coalition, which will have the Wake up room set up at the Sparta and 
Tomah high schools during parent teacher conferences. The Wake Up room is to educate parents on 
what common objects can be used to hide drugs and alcohol. 4-H has an Agents for Change program 
that has high school youth teaching the younger youth about the effects of drugs and alcohol on 
their body which discourages them to start using drugs.   
 
A motion was made by D. Rogalla to approve the Extension Reports as presented, Second by J. 
Esterline, Motion carries 5-0. 
 
Fort McCoy Update (Townsell) – no report 
 
NRCS Report (Krause) – no report 
 
Wildlife Abatement Program – (P. Peterson) 

 Establish 2023 Crop Prices  
A motion was made by T. Sparks to set the 2023 crop prices at $5.58/bushel for corn and 
$13.90/bushel for soybean, Seconded by D. Rogalla, Motion carries 5-0. 
  

 90% harvest date 
A motion was made by D. Pierce to set December 1, 2023 as the 90% harvest date, Seconded by J. 
Esterline, Motion carries 5-0. 
 

 2024 Budget – see attached 
A motion was made by T. Sparks to approve the 2024 Wildlife Abatement budget, Seconded by J. 
Esterline, Motion carries 5-0.  
 

 5 year Cooperative Service Agreement (CSA) – see attached 
A motion was made by J. Esterline to approve the 5 year Cooperative Service Agreement, Seconded 
by D. Pierce, Motion carries 5-0.  
 

 Participate in the Venison Donation Program 
A motion was made by D. Rogalla to participate in the venison donation program, Seconded by T. 
Sparks, Motion carries 5-0.  
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Land Conservation Department (B. Micheel) 
 Review September Expenditures 
 Line Item Transfer 

 
B. Micheel explained that the Equipment Service Contract needed to increase by $1,130.00, and the 
Motor Vehicle Operation, Postage, and Conservation Promotional expense accounts were adjusted. In 
addition, $300 was added to the Personnel Training budget to total $1,430. A motion was made by 
D. Rogalla to approve, Seconded by D. pierce, Motion carries 5-0. 
 

 Norwalk Sportsmen’s Club Lease  
A motion was made by D. Rogalla to approve the Norwalk Sportsmen’s Club lease, Seconded by T. 
Sparks, Motion carries 5-0. 
 

 Tri-Creek Management Plan Discussion 
Four public persons made statements at the beginning of the meeting. B. Micheel said the land use 
plan was 90% completed. When completed it will be made public and meetings set to discuss and 
answer questions.  
 

 Tri-Creek Adjoining Property Sale  
The first right of refusal deadline is Nov. 11, 2023. The property is listed for $130,000. There is 
money in the ATC account that is designated for property acquisition. Other sources of funding could 
be too applied for: A no-interest free project loan, or a stewardship grant. A motion was made by T. 
Sparks to pursue purchasing this property, Seconded by D. Pierce, Motion carries 5-0. 
 
D. Rogalla left the meeting at 10:50 a.m. 
 

 LCD – Director’s Report – see attached 
 Land Use Planner Report (R. Anderson) – see attached 
 Soil & Water Conservationist Reports (T. Torkelson, L. Lefebvre) – see attached 

 Conservation Agronomist Reports (B. Robson) – see attached 

Forestry & Parks (C. Ziegler) 
 Forestry Updates – see attached 

 2024 Annual Work Plan Resolution – see attached 

A motion was made by T. Sparks to approve the 2024 Annual Work Plan Resolution, Second by J. 
Esterline, Motion carries 4-0. 

 

 Non-lapsing Forestry Account 

 
There was discussion on the history of this non-lapsing account. C. Ziegler will develop a resolution 
for the non-lapsing forestry account and bring it to the Committee. 
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 Discussion/action:  Resolution to Enroll county lands into the Lake States Bat Habitat 

Conservation Plan (HCP) – see attached 

A motion was made by T. Sparks to approve the Resolution to Enroll County Lands into the Lake 
States Bat Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), Second by Esterline, Motion carries 4-0. 
 
Parks (N. Wilson) 

 Reservation System Update 

 Review September Expenditures – see attached 
 
DNR Reports 

 Warden Report (Modjeski) – no report 
 Forester Report (Mickelson/Gilman) – no report 
 Managed Forest Law Program (Bauer) – no report 

 Wildlife Biologist Report – (Napierala) – no report 
 
A motion was made by T. Sparks to adjourn the meeting at 12:02 p.m., Second by D. Pierce, Motion 
carries 4-0.  
 
Next Meeting: November 8th, 2023 @ 8:30 a.m. 
 
Recorded by Vicky Kast, Administrative Associate 

mailto:bmicheel@co.monroe.wi.us
http://www.co.monroe.wi.us/










































































































































Acreage

Recon Acres 7,674

Non-Forested Acres

Not Scheduled for Management

Scheduled for Management

Forested Acres

6,868

53

753

Forested acres include acreage from stands that have a 
true forest type for their Primary Type.

Acreage not scheduled for management includes acreage 
from stands with a prefix of:

R - Designated Wild River Zone

Y - Designated Wilderness Area

Z - Other Stand Omitted from Management

6,921

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry

dnr.wi.gov Page 1 of 3

Property Cover Type Acreage Print Date:

Report 101

4200 - MONROE COUNTY FOREST

10/6/2023



Forest Type Acreage

Type Type Description Stands Acres
Percent of 

Forested Acres
Percent of 

Recon Acres

A ASPEN 8 136 2% 2%

BH BOTTOMLAND HARDWOODS 2 53 1% 1%

CH CENTRAL HARDWOODS 7 115 2% 1%

MR RED MAPLE 9 180 3% 2%

O OAK 43 1,248 18% 16%

OX SCRUB OAK 66 2,820 41% 37%

PJ JACK PINE 9 140 2% 2%

PR RED PINE 34 921 13% 12%

PW WHITE PINE 40 1,193 17% 16%

SH SWAMP HARDWOODS 4 89 1% 1%

T TAMARACK 2 26 0% 0%

Total: 224 6,921 100% 90%

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry

dnr.wi.gov Page 2 of 3

Property Cover Type Acreage Print Date:

Report 101

4200 - MONROE COUNTY FOREST

10/6/2023



Non-Forest Type Acreage

Type Type Description Stands Acres
Percent of Non-
Forested Acres

Percent of 
Recon Acres

CSG COOL SEASON GRASS 2 9 1% 0%

GH HERBACEOUS VEGETATION - *OLD CODE, 
RECODE

1 4 1% 0%

ICG CAMPGROUND 1 107 14% 1%

K MARSH - *OLD CODE, RECODE 3 512 68% 7%

KG LOWLAND GRASS - *OLD CODE, RECODE 1 41 5% 1%

LB LOWLAND BRUSH - *OLD CODE, RECODE 2 25 3% 0%

LM MINOR LAKE 1 38 5% 0%

ROW RIGHT OF WAY 1 9 1% 0%

RPS REMNANT SAND PRAIRIE 1 1 0% 0%

UB UPLAND BRUSH - *OLD CODE, RECODE 1 7 1% 0%

Total: 14 753 99% 9%

*Percentages may not sum to 100% due to rounding

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry

dnr.wi.gov Page 3 of 3

Property Cover Type Acreage Print Date:

Report 101

4200 - MONROE COUNTY FOREST

10/6/2023



* This report reflects average acreage goals over a 15 year period.  The specific acreage goals for each year are presented on the 
Annual Goals page.  The information presented above should not be used for annual target amounts. 

Forest Type
15 Year Total 

(acres)
15 Year Average 

(acres) Forest Type Description

A 4 0 ASPEN

CH 66 4 CENTRAL HARDWOODS

MR 48 3 RED MAPLE

O 633 42 OAK

OX 1,383 92 SCRUB OAK

PJ 68 5 JACK PINE

PR 881 59 RED PINE

PW 909 61 WHITE PINE

SH 89 6 SWAMP HARDWOODS

Total: 4,081 272

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry

dnr.wi.gov Page 1 of 1

Long Term Harvest Goals Print Date:

Report 201

4200 - MONROE COUNTY FOREST

10/6/2023



Acreage

Recon Acres 870

Non-Forested Acres

Not Scheduled for Management

Scheduled for Management

Forested Acres

533

0

337

Forested acres include acreage from stands that have a 
true forest type for their Primary Type.

Acreage not scheduled for management includes acreage 
from stands with a prefix of:

R - Designated Wild River Zone

Y - Designated Wilderness Area

Z - Other Stand Omitted from Management

533

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry

dnr.wi.gov Page 1 of 3

Property Cover Type Acreage Print Date:

Report 101

4214 - MONROE COUNTY - NON - CFL

10/6/2023



Forest Type Acreage

Type Type Description Stands Acres
Percent of 

Forested Acres
Percent of 

Recon Acres

A ASPEN 1 7 1% 1%

CH CENTRAL HARDWOODS 4 120 23% 14%

NH NORTHERN HARDWOODS 4 126 24% 14%

O OAK 8 222 42% 26%

PR RED PINE 3 49 9% 6%

T TAMARACK 1 9 2% 1%

Total: 21 533 101% 62%

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry

dnr.wi.gov Page 2 of 3

Property Cover Type Acreage Print Date:

Report 101

4214 - MONROE COUNTY - NON - CFL

10/6/2023



Non-Forest Type Acreage

Type Type Description Stands Acres
Percent of Non-
Forested Acres

Percent of 
Recon Acres

CSG COOL SEASON GRASS 1 32 9% 4%

F FARMLAND 1 134 40% 15%

KH LOWLAND HERBACEOUS VEGETATION - 
*OLD CODE, RECODE

1 19 6% 2%

LBA LOWLAND BRUSH - ALDER - *OLD CODE, 
RECODE

1 146 43% 17%

PP PLANTED PRAIRIE/WARM SEASON GRASS 1 6 2% 1%

Total: 5 337 100% 39%

*Percentages may not sum to 100% due to rounding

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry

dnr.wi.gov Page 3 of 3

Property Cover Type Acreage Print Date:

Report 101

4214 - MONROE COUNTY - NON - CFL

10/6/2023



* This report reflects average acreage goals over a 15 year period.  The specific acreage goals for each year are presented on the 
Annual Goals page.  The information presented above should not be used for annual target amounts. 

Forest Type
15 Year Total 

(acres)
15 Year Average 

(acres) Forest Type Description

A 7 0 ASPEN

CH 120 8 CENTRAL HARDWOODS

NH 126 8 NORTHERN HARDWOODS

O 222 15 OAK

PR 49 3 RED PINE

T 9 1 TAMARACK

Total: 533 35

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry

dnr.wi.gov Page 1 of 1

Long Term Harvest Goals Print Date:

Report 201

4214 - MONROE COUNTY - NON - CFL

10/6/2023
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Lake States Forest Management Bat Habitat Conservation Plan 
Landowner Enrollment Program Application 

 

For DNR use only: 
DNR Application ID:                                                                 Date Application Received: 
September 2022 

 

Landowner Enrollment Program: County Forest 
Application  

1. All County Forests are eligible to enroll regardless of size or the presence of special habitat 
features (known roost trees or hibernaculum). 

2. Submit form and necessary documentation to the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR). 

A. Applicant Information 
Applicant Type (check one) 

☒  County Forest 
  

County Name1   
Monroe County 

Mailing Address 
14345 County Highway B, Suite 5 

City 
Sparta 

State 
WI 

Zip 
54656 

Email 
chad.ziegler@co.monroe.wi.us 

Phone 
608-269-8635 

Primary Point of Contact Name 
Chad Ziegler 

Phone (primary)  
608-269-8635 

Phone (secondary) 
608-855-0144 

B. Location of Forestlands to be Enrolled 
County: 
Monroe County 

☒  Digital files showing all parcel boundaries and County forestlands to be enrolled is available in 
WISFIRS. 
 

 

 
 

mailto:chad.ziegler@co.monroe.wi.us
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For DNR use only: 
DNR Application ID:                                                                 Date Application Received: 
September 2022 

C. Description of County Forestlands to be Enrolled  
List total acres of forestlands to be enrolled. (Note: Acres enrolled do not have to total the acres of 
the entire property; however, all acres enrolled must be forested.  

Indicate type and percent of forestlands to be enrolled. 
 
Total Forested Acres: 7,494 acres (CF:  6,921; Tri Creek:  533, Highway Dept:  40) (See attached 
WISFIRS Report 101) 
 

1. Type of forestlands (check all that apply): 

☒  Deciduous and mixed forest types;2 estimated percent of total forestland acres = 70% 

☒  Coniferous forest types;3 estimated percent of total forestland acres = 30% 

- See attached WISFIRS Report 102 
 

2. Any other relevant information:  
 

 

1 Deciduous and mixed forest types are dominated by the following tree species: oak/pine, oak/hickory, 
maple/beech/birch, aspen/birch, other hardwoods, and elm/ash/cottonwood.  
 
1 Coniferous forest types are dominated by the following tree species: red/jack pine, spruce/fir (upland and lowland), 
other eastern softwoods, Scotch pine and Norway spruce, aspen/birch, and exotic hardwoods (tree of heaven, princess 
tree, Norway maple, and Siberian elm). 

D. Estimate of Covered Activities on Enrolled Lands  
Provide estimated acreages over the next 5-year period, as well as over the permit duration (e.g., 
the time between enrollment and 2072), on which covered activities will occur. DNR understands 
that these acreages are estimates and could change but requests a “best guess” based on past 
experience. DNR will use the information provided below to determine the total level of take 
coverage to issue to the landowner via the Landowner Agreement and Certificate of Inclusion. The 
take allocation provided in the Landowner Agreement and Certificate of Inclusion will be binding 
for the duration of the permit term unless the agreement is terminated or modified. Note, DNR has 
a finite level of take coverage that can be allocated to landowners. As a result, DNR will evaluate 
each request for take coverage against the total allocation and determine, on a case-by-case basis, if 
the program can extend take coverage to the applicant. If DNR is unable to allocate enough take 
coverage to an applicant, that landowner may be encouraged to seek take coverage from the U.S. 

 
 
 



Lake States Forest Management Bat Habitat Conservation Plan 
Landowner Enrollment Program Application 

 

For DNR use only: 
DNR Application ID:                                                                 Date Application Received: 
September 2022 

Fish and Wildlife Service on their own. For this reason, DNR requests that the landowner makes 
every attempt to estimate the take coverage need as precisely as possible.   

Timber Harvest and Related 
Forest Management Practices 
(acres) 

Estimated Maximum 
Acres over 5-year 
Period 

Maximum Total Acres over 
Entire Permit Term (2023–
2073) 

Even-aged Harvest – Removing live 
trees through clearcuts, 
shelterwood, or seed tree 
management. 

See attached WISFIRS 
Report 201 

 

Uneven-aged Harvest – Removing 
one live tree at a time (single-tree 
selection) throughout the stand, or 
by removing small clusters of live 
trees (group selection). 

See attached WISFIRS 
Report 201 

 

Salvage Harvest- Removing dead, 
dying, or damaged trees to avoid 
economic loss. 

unknown  

Total Harvest : 1,750 17,500 

Prescribed Fire (acres) 
Estimated Maximum 
Acres over 5-year 
Period 

Maximum Total Acres over 
Entire Permit Term (2023–
2073) 

Prescribed burns and fire breaks 25 250 

Roads and Trails Construction, 
Maintenance, and Use a (miles)  

Estimated Maximum 
Miles over 5-year 
Period 

Maximum Miles over Entire 
Permit Term (2023–2073) 

County forest road construction 2 20 

County forest road maintenance  5 50 

County forest trail construction 3 30 

County forest trail maintenance  6 60 

a Temporary county forest road(s) associated with forest management is covered as part of timber harvest and related 
forest management practices for all ownership types and should not be included in road estimates. Incidental take 
resulting from construction and maintenance of forest roads and trails that are primarily used for forest management 
and public recreation are only covered on county lands. Please estimate the total miles of county forest roads and trails 
that are expected to require tree removal during the permit term.  

 

Explanation of Acreage Estimates – Optional. For the purposes of estimating coverage, DNR assumes 
regular implementation of covered activities (e.g., xx acres every xx years). Please describe below the 
implementation of any covered activities that will occur on an irregular basis throughout the permit terms or 



Lake States Forest Management Bat Habitat Conservation Plan 
Landowner Enrollment Program Application 

 

For DNR use only: 
DNR Application ID:                                                                 Date Application Received: 
September 2022 

if multiple treatments are planned on the same area over time. For example, prescribed fire might occur 
during the first 5 years of enrollment and then not again during the remaining permit term. Similarly, another 
example to describe here is if you plan on completing a thinning timber harvest followed a few years later by 
a clearcut timber harvest. 

 

E. Forest Certification Program 
Check all forest certification programs in which land to be enrolled is currently participating. If not 
enrolled in any program listed, then check None.  

☐ Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 

☐ Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) 

☐ American Tree Farm System 

☒ None  

 

F. Additional County-owned lands to be enrolled 
Provide location (maps if possible), acreage and covered activity information for other county-
owned lands you wish to enroll that are not part of the County Forest Law. You may use additional 
pages or include information as attachments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

County forest road and trail maintenance will occur at irregular intervals on an as needed basis.  
Prescribed fire could occur on an irregular basis or on a regular basis depending on the current 
conditions.  Many of our stands will be thinned every 10-15 years (after age 25 for most conifers 
and after 35 for hardwood and oak stands); as the stand approaches maturity, a regeneration 
harvest will occur.  Some stands may not be thinned during their life span and will be harvested at 
maturity. 
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For DNR use only: 
DNR Application ID:                                                                 Date Application Received: 
September 2022 

 

 

 

 

Tri-Creek Property – 4214 WISFIRS 
a Temporary road(s) associated with forest management are covered as part of timber harvest and related forest 
management practices for all ownership types and should not be included in road estimates. Incidental take resulting 
from construction and maintenance of forest roads and trails that are primarily used for forest management and public 
recreation are only covered on county lands. Please estimate the total miles of county forest roads and trails that are 
expected to require tree removal during the permit term. 

Timber Harvest and Related 
Forest Management Practices 
(acres) 

Estimated Maximum 
Acres over 5-year 
Period 

Maximum Total Acres over 
Entire Permit Term (2023–
2073) 

Even-aged Harvest – Removing live 
trees through clearcuts, 
shelterwood, or seed tree 
management. 

See attached WISFIRS 
Report 201 

 

Uneven-aged Harvest – Removing 
one live tree at a time (single-tree 
selection) throughout the stand, or 
by removing small clusters of live 
trees (group selection). 

See attached WISFIRS 
Report 201 

 

Salvage Harvest- Removing dead, 
dying, or damaged trees to avoid 
economic loss. 

unknown  

Total Harvest : 200 2,000 

Prescribed Fire (acres) 
Estimated Maximum 
Acres over 5-year 
Period 

Maximum Total Acres over 
Entire Permit Term (2023–
2073) 

Prescribed burns and fire breaks 10 50 

Roads and Trails Construction, 
Maintenance, and Use a (miles)  

Estimated Maximum 
Miles over 5-year 
Period 

Maximum Miles over Entire 
Permit Term (2023–2073) 

Tri Creek road construction 1 10 

Tri Creek road maintenance  2 20 

Tri Creek trail construction 2 20 

Tri Creek trail maintenance  3 30 



Lake States Forest Management Bat Habitat Conservation Plan 
Landowner Enrollment Program Application 

 

For DNR use only: 
DNR Application ID:                                                                 Date Application Received: 
September 2022 

 

Monroe County Highway Department Lands – NESE, 

 

Timber Harvest and Related 
Forest Management Practices 
(acres) 

Estimated Maximum 
Acres over 5-year 
Period 

Maximum Total Acres over 
Entire Permit Term (2023–
2073) 

Even-aged Harvest – Removing live 
trees through clearcuts, 
shelterwood, or seed tree 
management. 

  

Uneven-aged Harvest – Removing 
one live tree at a time (single-tree 
selection) throughout the stand, or 
by removing small clusters of live 
trees (group selection). 

  

Salvage Harvest- Removing dead, 
dying, or damaged trees to avoid 
economic loss. 

unknown  

Total Harvest : 40 80 

Prescribed Fire (acres) 
Estimated Maximum 
Acres over 5-year 
Period 

Maximum Total Acres over 
Entire Permit Term (2023–
2073) 

Prescribed burns and fire breaks 4 40 

Roads and Trails Construction, 
Maintenance, and Use a (miles)  

Estimated Maximum 
Miles over 5-year 
Period 

Maximum Miles over Entire 
Permit Term (2023–2073) 

road construction 1 1 

road maintenance  1 1 

trail construction 1 1 

trail maintenance  1 1 






