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Regular Monthly Meeting 

Wednesday September 13th, 2023 @8:30 a.m. 
USDA Farm Service Center – Conference Room, Sparta, WI  

 

Committee Members Present:  Nodji VanWychen, David Pierce, Doug Rogalla, Joey Esterline, Todd 
Sparks, Paul Zastoupil 
 
 Committee Members Absent:   
 
Also Present:  Bob Micheel, Chad Ziegler, Nick Wilson, Jarrod Roll, Adam Hady, April Anderson, Brad 
Robson, Jason Hornickel, Nikki Krause, Tom Torkelson, Tonya Townsell, Connie Weedman 
 

This meeting was posted in compliance with open meeting laws. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:31 a.m. by Chair Nodji VanWychen 
 
Public Comment Period – A statement was read by a community member regarding her concerns with 
the timber cutting at Tri-Creek, and hoping that a Citizens Management Committee could oversee the Tri-
Creek area. 
 
Approve Minutes from the August 9th, 2023 Meeting. The committee reviewed the minutes. 
A motion was made by D. Pierce to approve the meeting minutes, Second by D. Rogalla.  Motion carries 6-0. 
 
A discussion was had regarding whether or not the monthly NR&E Meeting should be moved to the 
County Board Assembly Room.  The decision was made to keep the meetings at the current location. 
 
Local History Room/Wegner Grotto Report (Roll)  

 Reports – see attached 

 Financial reports – see attached 

A motion was made by D. Pierce to approve the Monroe County Local History Room and Wegner Grotto 
Reports as Presented, Second by D. Rogalla, Motion carries 6-0. 
 
Deke Slayton/Bike Museum (Young) – Not Present 

 Report – No Report, Report requested for next month 

Extension Office Business (A. Hady) 
 Reviewed August Expenditures - see attached 

 Extension Educator Reports (A. Anderson) – Report Attached  

 Shared tasting of jams made with the Ho Chunk Community Center 

 Shared fruits and vegetables bingo activity 

 4H Youth Development Educator (J. Hornickel) – Report Attached 

 Credit Card approval requested for Jason Hornickel 
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A motion was made by D. Rogalla to approve Jason Hornickel for the Credit Card, Second by J. Esterline, 
Motion carries 6-0. 

 

Motion made by D. Rogalla to approve Extension reports as presented. Second by T. Sparks. Motion carries 6-0.  

 

Fort McCoy Update (Townsell)  

 Habitat assessment and stream shocking done from May to August 

 Conducted endangered species monitoring and surveying 

 Invasive species removal using chemical, hand pulling, and biological control, monitoring the 

progress 

 Invasive Species Working Group will hold a demonstration and meeting on October 26 

 Hunters safety course with 22 students 

 

NRCS Report (N. Krause) 

 Back from recent detail 

 CSP Renewals complete, 2 Forestry 4 Agricultural 

 13 Classic sign up, 5 Forestry 8 Agricultural 

 EQIP 9 contracts 

 CRP 24 Contracts, 18 re-enrollments 

 Working on CSP renewals  

 EQIP has a November 3rd deadline 

Land Conservation Department (Micheel) 
 Review August expenditures –see attached 

 5 year plan, October 3rd virtual review committee members Doug Rogalla and Paul Zastoupil 

will attend with Bob Micheel 

 Land and Water Strategic Planning Survey – encourage all committee members to fill out the 

survey 

 Norwalk Rod and Gun Club lease attached, not signed, club working on the insurance portion, 

will revisit next meeting 

 Discussion was had regarding the future purchase of property adjacent to the Tri-Creek area 

 LCD Director’s Report – see attached 

 Land Use Planner Report (R. Anderson) – Not Present- Report Attached 

 Soil & Water Conservationist Reports (Torkelson, Lefebvre)– Report Attached 

 Cost Share agreements presented – Report Attached  

Motion made by D. Pierce to approve Cost Share Agreements. Second by D. Rogalla. Motion carries 6-0. 

 Fishing Easement was presented 

Motion made by D. Rogalla to approve Fishing Easements as presented. Second by T. Sparks. Motion carries 6-0. 

 Conservation Agronomist Report – (B. Robson) Report Attached 
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Forestry/Parks (N. Wilson)  
 Forestry and Parks Updates –see attached  

 Forestry and Parks August Financials- see attached  

 2024 Work Plan Resolution reviewed 

 Shower building received good reviews from campers, waiting for thermostats, on back order 

 Good holiday turnout, getting ready for Cranfest 

 Line item transfer – attached 

A motion was made by D. Rogalla to approve the line item transfer, Second by T. Sparks, Motion carries 5-0. 
 

DNR Reports –  

 Warden Report (Modjeski)– No Report 

 Forester Report (Mickelson/Gilman) – No Report 

 Managed Forest Law Program (Bauer) – No Report 

 Wildlife Biologist Report (Napierala) – No Report 

 Forester Report (M. Mickelson) – No Report 

Adjourn 11:25 am - Next Meeting: Wednesday October 11, 2023 @8:30 a.m.  
                                         At USDA Farm Services Center – Conference Room, Sparta, WI 
 
Recorded by Tracy Antonneau, Administrative Associate 
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