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Regular Monthly Meeting 

Wednesday August 9th, 2023 @8:30 a.m. 
USDA Farm Service Center – Conference Room, Sparta, WI  

 

Committee Members Present:  David Pierce, Doug Rogalla, Joey Esterline, Todd Sparks  
 
 Committee Members Absent:  Nodji Van Wychen, Paul Zastoupil 
 
Also Present:  Bob Micheel, Nick Wilson, Jarrod Roll, April Anderson, Brad Robson, Vicky Kast, Jason 
Hornickel, Nicole DeMarb, Greg Decker, Dirk Lueck, David Ellefson, Tom Torkelson, Lily Lefebvre, Megan 
Mickelson, Connie Weedman 
 

This meeting was posted in compliance with open meeting laws. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Vice Chair David Pierce 
 
Public Comment Period – A Comment was shared by a community member hoping that a discussion 
would be had regarding the uses of the Tri-Creek area along with brochure to inform the public. 
 
Approve Minutes from the July 12th, 2023 Meeting. The committee reviewed the minutes. 
 
A motion was made by D. Rogalla to approve the meeting minutes, Second by J. Esterline.  Motion carries 4-
0-2. 
 
Local History Room/Wegner Grotto Report (Roll) – Not Present 

 Reports – see attached 

 Financial reports – see attached 

 Resolution authorizing 10 additional hours per week for the Museum Services Associate 

Position 

A motion was made by D. Rogalla to approve the resolution to add 10 additional hours per week for the 
Museum Services Associate Position, Second by T. Sparks, Motion carries 4-0-2. 

 Resolution authorizing part-time Museum Services Associate Position in the Local History 

Room 

A motion was made by T. Sparks to approve the resolution to add a part-time Museum Services Associate 
Position, Second by D. Rogalla, Motion carries 4-0-2. 

 Discussion/Action to approve the 2024 Wegner Grotto County Park Budget 

A motion was made by D. Rogalla to approve the Wegner Grotto County Park Budget, Second by T. Sparks, 
Motion carries 4-0-2. 
 
A motion was made by D. Rogalla to approve the Monroe County Local History Room and Wegner Grotto 
Reports as Presented, Second by J. Esterline, Motion carries 4-0-2. 
 
Deke Slayton/Bike Museum (Young) – Not Present 
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 Report – No Report 

Extension Office Business (Kast) 
 Reviewed July Expenditures - see attached 

 Reviewed 2024 Budget 

 Extension Educator Reports (A. Anderson) – Report Attached  

 Will explained/discuss public health vending machine  

 Jason Hornickle introduced himself to the Committee as the new 4H Youth Development 

Educator 

Motion made by D. Rogalla to approve Extension reports as presented. Second by T. Sparks. Motion carries 4-0-2.  

 

Fort McCoy Update (Townsell) – Not present 

 Report – see attached 

 

NRCS Report – Not Present – No Report 

Wisconsin DNR (N. Demarb-McKenzie) 
 Explained what CWD is  

 Explained CWD testing options 

 Expressed importance of proper disposal 

 First case of CWD in Monroe County discovered in 2021, currently up to 8 

Land Conservation Department (Micheel) 
 Review July Expenditures –see attached 

 Norwalk Rod and Gun Club request for upgraded utility service and reconnection after 2021 

storm damaged the old building 

 Norwalk Rod and Gun Club will take over the utility payments and update of the lease 

agreement through MOA (G. Decker) 

A motion was made by D. Rogalla to approve the upgrade and reconnection of utility services for the 
Norwalk Rod & Gun Club, Second by T. Sparks.  Motion carries 4-0-2. 

 Discussion regarding land use in the Tri Creek Area, noted that planning is 90% complete with 

anticipation for public comment this fall followed by committee approval.  A brochure would 

follow trail creation and promotion of an outdoor classroom. 

 Connie Weedman asked how the property will be managed 

 2024 budget was reviewed 

 Surface water grant application resolution presented by D. Lueck on the Volden open space 

property to increase and reshape stream bank, add parking, increase fish habitat with invasive 

species management cost shared at 75%  

A motion was made by D. Rogalla to approve Applying for the Surface Water Grant, Second by J. Esterline.  
Motion carries 4-0-2. 
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 LCD Director’s Report – see attached 

 Interns David Ellefson and Dirk Lueck spoke about what they did and learned with LCD this 

summer 

 Land Use Planner Report (R. Anderson) – Not Present- see attached 

 Soil & Water Conservationist Reports (Torkelson, Lefebvre)– see attached 

 Cost Share agreements presented – see attached  

Motion made by D. Rogalla to approve Cost Share Agreements. Second by T. Sparks. Motion carries 4-0-2. 

 Fishing Easements were presented for Gideon & Verna Miller and Jacob & Andy Troyer 

Motion made by D. Rogalla to approve Fishing Easements as presented. Second by J. Esterline. Motion carries 4-0-

2. 

 Conservation Agronomist Report – (B. Robson) see attached 

Forestry/Parks (N. Wilson)  
 Forestry and Parks Updates –see attached  

 Forestry and Parks July Financials- see attached  

 Review/approve bids for Mud Creek Bridge 

Motion made by D. Rogalla to approve the bid from Custom Manufacturing. Second by J. Esterline. Motion carries 

4-0-2. 
 

DNR Reports –  

 Warden Report (Modjeski)– No Report 

 Forester Report (Mickelson/Gilman) – No Report 

 Managed Forest Law Program (Bauer) – No Report 

 Wildlife Biologist Report (Napierala) – No Report 

 Forester Report (M. Mickelson) 

 The Invasive Species Working Group will meet August 10th at the home of Joey Esterline and 

Scott Giraud 

 Fire Season Extended due to dry conditions and drought, Monroe County is listed as moderate 

in the north and severe in the south 

 DNR tour of the Ranger Station by officials 

 Continue forestry work with Chad  

Adjourn 11:22 am - Next Meeting: Wednesday September 13, 2023 @8:30 a.m.  
                                         At USDA Farm Services Center – Conference Room, Sparta, WI 
 
Recorded by Tracy Antonneau, Administrative Associate 
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