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Regular Monthly Meeting 

Wednesday, July 12th, 2023 @8:30 a.m. 
USDA Farm Service Center – Conference Room, Sparta, WI  

 

Committee Members Present: Nodji VanWychen, David Pierce (left at 9:30 a.m.), Doug Rogalla, Joey 
Esterline, Todd Sparks, Paul Zastoupil  
 
 Committee Members Absent: 
 
Also Present: Tonya Townsell, Bob Micheel, Chad Ziegler, Nick Wilson, Adam Hady, April Anderson, 
Veronica Blount, Brad Robson, Stan Brownell, Connie Weedman 

This meeting was posted in compliance with open meeting laws. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chair Nodji VanWychen 
 
Public Comment Period – A suggestion was shared by a community member that a brochure be created 
for the Tri-Creek Community Forest, so that more people could learn about it and enjoy it. 
 
Approve Minutes from the May 10th, 2023 Meeting. The committee reviewed the minutes. 
 
A motion was made by D. Rogalla to approve the meeting minutes, Second by D. Pierce.  Motion carries 6-0. 
 
Local History Room/Wegner Grotto Report (Roll) – Not Present 

 Shared email requesting discussion about increasing personnel in 2024 through non-levied 

funds 

 Financial reports – see attached 

Motion made by D. Rogalla to approve Local History Room/Wegner Grotto reports as presented. Second by J. 

Esterline Motion carries 6-0. 

 
Deke Slayton/Bike Museum (Young) – Not Present 

 Report – see attached 

Extension Office Business (Hady) 
 Reviewed June Expenditures - see attached 

 Extension Educator Reports (A. Anderson) – Report Attached  

 Shared mystery bag activity with the committee 

 Will explain/discuss public health vending machine at next meeting 

Motion made by D. Rogalla to approve Extension reports as presented. Second by D. Pierce. Motion carries 6-0.  

 

Fort McCoy Update (Townsell)  

 Invasive species surveys are being completed 
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 Working on archeology preservation  

 Goal is to archive the archeological information for better access  

 
NRCS Report (V. Blount) 

 EQIP and CSP deadline July 31st  

 Nikki currently the Acting Area Program Specialist 

 A lot of CSP has been funded 

Conservation Congress (S. Brownell) 
 Attended May committee meeting 

 Currently in a transitional period  

 Goal is to get back to spring hearings 

Land Conservation Department (Micheel) 
 Review June Expenditures –see attached 

 Due to drought conditions, some dam projects could be postponed until next year 

 Budget Adjustment, Wildlife Abatement Program review/approve 

A motion was made by D. Rogalla to approve the budget adjustment for the Wildlife Abatement Program, 
Second by J. Esterline, Motion carries 6-0. 
 

 2024 budget discussed, will update the committee with any changes 

 Resolution, Modification – Leon to join The Scenic Ridge & Valley AEA – review/approve 

A motion was made by T. Sparks to approve the resolution/modification to add Leon to the Scenic Ridge & 
Valley AEA, Second by D. Rogalla, Motion carries 5-0. 
 

 Stewardship award nominations – review/approve 

Tree Farmer – Kim & Barbara Zulke, Conservation Farmer – Jackie & Harvey Menn, 

Conservationist – Joey Esterline & Scott Giraud. 

A motion was made by D. Rogalla to approve the Stewardship Award nominations, Second by T. Sparks, 
Motion carries 4-0 with Esterline abstaining 
  

 LCD – Director’s Report -  see attached 

 Land Use Planner Report (R. Anderson) – See attached 

 Soil & Water Conservationist Reports (Torkelson, Lefebvre) Not Present – See Attached 

Forestry (C. Ziegler)  
 Forestry Updates – see attached  

 2024 budget discussed, will update the committee with any changes  
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 Discussion of land enrollment into Lake States Forest Management Bat Habitat Conservation Plan – 

will revisit at a future date  

 Forestry June Financials- see attached  

Parks (N. Wilson) 
 Shared pictures of the progress on the new shower building 

 Looking at 2 reservations systems, Connect System and Camp Spot 

 New entrance signs have been purchased 

 

DNR Reports –  

 Warden Report (Modjeski)– No Report 

 Forester Report (Mickelson/Gilman) – No Report 

 Managed Forest Law Program (Bauer) – No Report 

 Wildlife Biologist Report (Napierala) – No Report 

Adjourn 11:30 am - Next Meeting: Wednesday August 9, 2023 @8:30 a.m.  
                                         At USDA Farm Services Center – Conference Room, Sparta, WI 
 
Recorded by Tracy Antonneau, Administrative Associate 
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