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Regular Monthly Meeting 

Wednesday, June 14th, 2023 @8:30 a.m. 
USDA Farm Service Center – Conference Room, Sparta, WI  

 

Committee Members Present: Nodji VanWychen, David Pierce, Doug Rogalla, Joey Esterline, Todd 
Sparks, Paul Zastoupil  
 
 Committee Members Absent: 
 
Also Present: Tonya Townsell, Bob Micheel, Chad Ziegler, Adam Hady, April Anderson, Eric Ressel, Tom 
Torkelson, Lily Lefebvre, David Ellefson, Dirk Lueck, Phil Peterson, Kurt Rassmussen, Connie Weedman 

This meeting was posted in compliance with open meeting laws. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chair Nodji VanWychen 
 
Public Comment Period – A personal letter was shared by Connie Weedman regarding her feelings 
about harvesting timber at the Tri-Creek property. 
 
Approve Minutes from the May 10th, 2023 Meeting. The committee reviewed the minutes. 
A motion was made by D. Rogalla to approve the meeting minutes, Second by D. Pierce.  Motion carries 6-0. 
 
Local History Room/Wegner Grotto Report (Roll) – Not Present, Report Attached  

 Report – see attached 

 Financial reports – see attached 

Deke Slayton/Bike Museum (Young) – Not Present, No Report 
 Shared email that a quarterly report will be provided starting in July 

Extension Office Business (Hady) 
 Reviewed May Expenditures - see attached 

 4-H Position – filled, Jason Hornickel who will start on July 31st 

 Extension Educator Reports (A. Anderson) – Report Attached  

Motion made by D. Pierce to approve Extension reports as presented. Second by D. Rogalla. Motion carries 6-0.  

 

Fort McCoy Update (Townsell)  

 Army Birthday is June 14th 

 Armed Forces Day Open House was a success, Natural Resources booth seemed popular 

 STEM Academy training, 80 students attended 

 Wood turtle and eagle monitoring continue, no eaglets, and butterfly surveys 

 Spring turkey season complete, 90 turkeys harvested 

 Monroe County Invasive Species working Group training to be held at Fort McCoy on June 15th 
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 Completed fish population estimates, stream shocking surveys, lake water quality tests 

 

NRCS Report (E. Ressel) 

 CSP applications are approved 

 5 forestry obligations due by the end of July 

 26 Field assessments done 

 CRP has 15 – 20 prairie projects 

 HEL compliance is due end of June 

Wildlife Abatement (Peterson) 
 2 wolves have been collard, 1 hit by car and killed 

 Bears are becoming an increasing issue, more seen and hit by cars 

 Review and approve budget adjustment for two exclusion fence projects 

Motion made by D. Rogalla to approve budget adjustment. Second by D. Pierce. Motion carries 6-0 

 
Little La Crosse River Water Quality Assessment (K. Rassmussen) K. Peterson 

 Data collected at 4 sites 

 Monitored water temperature, water chemistry, fish survey, qualitative habitat 

 Found mostly brown trout and white sucker fish 

 Little La Crosse River high in phosphorus and sediment delivery, final report should be 

available this winter 

Land Conservation Department (Micheel) 
 Review May Expenditures –see attached 

 LCD – Director’s Report  see attached 

 Introduced Lily Lefebvre, new Soil and Water Conservation Specialist, and David Ellefson, and 

Dirk Lueck, summer interns 

 Agronomist position filled, Brad Robson will begin June 30th 

 Shared the Village of Norwalk, flood emergency action plan – see attached 

 Land Use Planner Report (R. Anderson) – Not present -see attached 

 Soil & Water Conservationist Reports (Torkelson, Lefebvre) presented cost share approval for 

critical area stabilization for Kopka property- see attached  

Motion made by D. Rogalla to approve cost share approval. Second by J. Esterline. Motion carries 6-0 

 
Forestry & Parks (C. Ziegler)  

 Forestry and Parks Updates – see attached  

 Working on an electronic payment and reservation system 

 Shared timber sale bids – see attached 
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 Noted that timber bids were down compared to last year 

 Comment – a community member asked if the coordinates rather than the legal description 

could be listed on the bids form for the bid location 

Motion made by D. Pierce to accept high bid for each tract. Second by D. Rogalla. Motion carries 6-0 

 

 Presented information on Lake States Forest Management Bat Habitat Conservation Plan – see 

attached 

 Forestry and Parks Financials- see attached  

 

DNR Reports –  

 Warden Report (Modjeski)– No Report 

 Forester Report (Mickelson/Gilman) – No Report 

 Managed Forest Law Program (Bauer) – No Report 

 Wildlife Biologist Report (Napierala) – No Report 

Adjourn 11:16 am - Next Meeting: Wednesday July 12, 2023 @8:30 a.m.  
                                         At USDA Farm Services Center – Conference Room, Sparta, WI 
 
Recorded by Tracy Antonneau, Administrative Associate 
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Lake States Forest Management Bat Habitat Conservation Plan Summary 

January 2023 

Background 

• Populations of cave hibernating bats in precipitous decline due to a white-nose syndrome (WNS). 
– WNS discovered in WI in 2014 and is now widespread in all known hibernacula. 

• When USFWS listed the northern long-eared bat (NLEB) as Threatened in 2015 they specifically identified forest 
management as a potential source of take for the species.  

– During the summer these species utilize trees for maternity colonies and day roosts and they forage in 
forested areas.  

• NLEB, Tri-colored bat and possibly little brown bat (LBB) will be listed as endangered due the impacts of WNS, 
and any take of an endangered species is prohibited. WI will need an incidental take permit to continue forest 
management activities. 

• WI, MI, MN have jointly developed the Lake States Forest Management Bat Habitat Conservation Plan to obtain 
a federal Incidental Take Permit under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) section 10 requesting authorization for 
the incidental take of bats during forest management activities. 

• Permit expected to be issued March 2023. 

Covered Species: 

• Northern Long-eared Bat 

o Federally endangered as of 3/31/2023 

• Tri-colored Bat 

o Federal listing expected in 2023 

• Little Brown Bat 

o Under review for federal listing by USFWS 

Covered Activities and Required Conservation Actions: 

• Timber harvest and related forest practices: 

o Implement state tree retention guidelines. 
o 150 ft year-round buffer around known maternity roost trees. 
o 0.25 mile buffer around known hibernacula entrances. 

• No harvest except where objective is improving habitat for bats. 
 

• Prescribed fire: 

o Ensure wind will carry smoke away from the entrance(s) of hibernacula.  

o Prohibit prescribed burns within 150 feet of known occupied maternity roost trees during pup season 

(June 1–July 31).  

o Reduce fire intensity within 0.25 miles of hibernacula entrances during spring and fall. 

 

• Maintenance of existing permanent forestry roads and recreational trails on public lands:  

o Refers to maintenance that requires tree cutting on permanent roads maintained by WI DNR or County 

Forests (not DOT roads). 

o Remove trees from October 1 to March 1 within 150 feet of a known maternity roost.  

o Remove trees from October 15 to March 31 or from May 15 to August 15 within 2.5 miles of a known 

hibernaculum.  

o Removal of hazard trees always allowed. 

 

 



• Construction of new permanent forestry roads and recreational trails on public lands: 

o Refers to permanent roads maintained by WI DNR or County Forests for the purpose of supporting land 

management and public recreation (not DOT roads). 

o Temporary roads built to support a specific management project and then closed are covered as a 

forestry practice. 

o No removal of large-diameter trees (i.e., 9 inches dbh) during pup season (June 1 – July 31).  

o No new roads and trails within 150 feet of a known occupied maternity roost tree. 

o No new roads or trails within 0.25 miles of a known hibernaculum entrance year round. 

o Remove trees from October 15 to March 31 or from May 15 to August 15 within 2.5 miles of a known 

hibernaculum.  

 

• Other conservation strategies: 

o Bat management zones on state lands: 

• Protected areas, no management June 1 to July 31 

• Already designated as protected wilderness areas, wild river areas, old growth areas, wild areas 

in WISFIRS 

o Maintain hibernacula entrances on DNR lands: 

• Gates, remove obstructions 

o Provide a way for other landowners to receive take authorization through the HCP. 

 

Landowner Enrollment Program: 

• Landowners who meet certain criteria can receive incidental take coverage by joining WDNR’s permit. 

• All County Forests are eligible.  

• Acreage threshold for private landowners: 

o 10,000 acres for NLEB and TCB. 

o 500 acres for LBB (if LBB is listed as endangered). 

o Below these acreage thresholds risk of taking bats during management is extremely low/insignificant. 

• Applicant owns lands (of any size) containing a known roost or known hibernaculum entrance. 

• LEP application and agreement are in development. 

• Goal to have eligible landowners enrolled by end of March 2023. 

• WI DNR will hire a Bat HCP Coordinator to help guide folks through the process and handle annual reporting 

requirements. 

• Annual Reporting Requirements: 

o Total acres of timber harvest - if possible, broken out by even-aged, uneven-aged, intermediate and 

salvage harvests 

o Acres of Rx Fire in forest or brushland 

o Possibly miles of newly constructed permanent roads or trails. 

 




























