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Monroe County Department of Human Services
Citizens’ Advisory and Children’s Community Options Program Committees

October 20, 2022
Citizen Advisory Committee Members Present:  Chairperson Tonya Olson, Tim Fuhrmann, Kay Steinhoff, Renee Quillman
Citizen Advisory Committee Members Excused: Ann Allen, Renee Shull, Ryan Tichenor, Cedric Schnitzler
CCOP Committee Members Present: Chairperson Tonya Olson, Tom Anderson, Tracy Thorsen, Tiffany Giesler, Kay Steinhoff

CCOP Committee Members Excused: Ann Allen, Cedric Schnitzler
Human Services Staff Present: Erica Brandau, Children & Family Services Supervisor and Kelly Gronau, Office Manager
Call to Order and Introductions:  Chairperson Tonya Olson called the meeting to order at 1:01 p.m. followed by introductions of those present.
Approval of Meeting Minutes for October 21, 2021 – Discussion/Action:  Following brief review, A MOTION WAS MADE BY TOM ANDERSON, SECONDED BY TIFFANY GIESLER, CARRIED WITH ALL IN FAVOR to approve the minutes from August 25, 2022.
Citizen Advisory Committee
Review Updated Membership Appointments and Term of Office – Discussion:  Tracy Thorsen presented a handout of updated membership and contact information for each member.  It was noted prior to today’s meeting that it appears Jess Biever’s recommendation was omitted during the approval process at the County Board meeting.  Ms. Thorsen will be reaching out to the County Clerk's office for guidance on this matter.  Members updated addresses and phone numbers on the member listing as needed.
Review Status of 2023 Human Services Budget – Discussion/Action:  Ms. Thorsen indicated no changes to the budget have been made regarding services since the last meeting in August.  The proposed 2023 budget will go to the Finance Committee next week, and then to the full County Board meeting on November 2nd for approval.
A new CLTS social worker position was approved to start January 2023.  Advertising and interviews are anticipated to take place within the next 4-6 weeks.  A CFS Supervisor position was approved.  The position has been advertised and interviews will take place the first week in November.  A proposal to convert a vacant CSP case manager position into a CCS social worker position will be taken to the Health & Human Services Board meeting on November 1st.

Children’s Community Options Program Committee

Review Updated Membership Appointments and Term of Office – Discussion:  Ms. Thorsen presented a handout of updated membership and contact information for each member. Members updated addresses and phone numbers on the member listing as needed.
Overview of Children’s Community Option Program and Children’s Long Term Support Program – Discussion: Erica Brandau explained the CCOP program and the CLTS programs generally run concurrently as they have similar eligibility to serve those with a developmental, physical, or emotional need.  Children must have Medical Assistance (Medicaid) to be financially eligible and must be in an eligible living situation.  Group homes, residential facilities, and homelessness do not qualify as eligible living situations.
Ms. Brandau provided a handout of services covered by the CLTS program funding which include, but are not limited to, child care, personal supports, physical aids, home modifications, transportation, respite care, counseling and therapeutic services, and daily living skills.  Health and wellness was a new category added to covered services and includes yoga and massage.

Program Updates – Discussion:  Ms. Brandau indicated there are currently 224 children enrolled in the CLTS program.  A new CLTS social worker was approved to start in January of 2023, taking the total number of CLTS workers up to 8.
Schedule Next Meeting Date/Time/Location:  Ms. Thorsen asked the committees for insight on future topics to discuss at meetings, as long as input on how often the committees should meet.  After discussion, it was determined committee members wished to meet quarterly rather than just twice a year and suggestions for topics to discuss were presentations from service providers and examples of home modifications or unique services provided, along with the normal program updates. The next meeting date/time was established for Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 1:00 p.m.  Topics for this meeting will be determined at a later date. The location will be the Monroe County Assembly Room.  In addition, the other 2023 meeting dates were established as January 19, April 20, July 20, and October 19, 2023.
Adjournment:  With no further topics for discussion, A MOTION WAS MADE BY TIFFANY GIESLER, SECONDED BY KAY STEINHOFF, AND CARRIED WITH ALL IN FAVOR to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting was adjourned at 1:44 p.m.


Respectfully submitted:
Kelly J. Gronau
Human Services Office Manager
