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The Story Begins:
People Interacting with 

the Environment

Traditional Homeland of the       
Ho-Chunk and Dakota People

Clear streams

Rich soil

Abundant wildlife

A land of bounty
https://wisconsinfirstnations.org/map/ 

https://wisconsinfirstnations.org/map/


The  Conservation Story

▪Northern European Immigrants

▪Erosion and  Flooding

▪The Nation’s First Watershed Project

▪The First Coon Creek Watershed Organizations

▪PL 566 Dams

▪Losing Our Way



The Story 
of the

Coon Creek 
Community 

Watershed 
Council, Inc.
 (CCCWC) 

On the night of August of 28, 
2018, the water in the 

Coon Creek Watershed ran. 

What can we do to help 
ourselves?

  Watershed Councils



What is a Watershed 
Council?

▪ Wisconsin Department of Trade, Agriculture & Consumer Protection 
(DATCP)

▪ Provides funding to producer-led groups 
▪ Support producer-led conservation solutions
▪ Increase on-the-ground practices
▪ 43 funded in Wisconsin this year





Producer-Led Grants Funding Summary 
2016-2023



CCCWC

Who We 
Are

Farmers and Producers

Stewardship Partners/Landowners

Business Owners

People who live and work in the 
area

Anyone with a vested interest in 
the Coon Creek Watershed



First Coon Creek Community Watershed Council Gathering
Coon Valley Park | July 2021



Self-Identified Skill-Sets
Social Media

Website

Promotions

Outreach

Education

Grant Writing

 Fundraising

Newsletter

Event Host

Work Days 

Cover Crops 

Cooking



CCCWC

Vision & 
Mission

Our Vision 
 

A watershed nurtured, 
cherished and flourishing

Our Mission  

To continue the historic legacy of 
conservation  leadership through 
improving and restoring our soil, 
water and air as stewards of the 

Coon Creek Watershed.



CCCWC  

What We Do

“We make running water walk.”



Making Running Water Walk

PLANNING EDUCATION OUTREACH REGENERATIVE 
PRACTICES



CCCWC Field Day (Night) touring 
a series of flood control structures on a farm

built by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in 1936

July 2022



Regenerative Practices

No Till Cover 
Crops

Strip 
Cropping

Contour  
Strips

Crop 
Rotation

Grass 
Waterways

Prairie 
Plantings

Buffer 
Strips Terraces Managed 

Grazing
Grade 

Stabilization 
Structures



CCCWC Monthly Meeting ~ Managed Grazing & Pasture Health Field Day (Night)
August 2022 



Grade Stabilization Structures Presentation by La Crosse & Vernon County Conservation Specialists
January 2022



 

UW-Madison Flood Modeling 
Project Presentation

Dr. Eric Booth | June 2021

Managed Grazing Handout

Dr. Eric Booth | August 2022



CCCWC Collaborations

La Crosse 
County

Monroe 
County

Vernon 
County

Bad Axe 
Farmer-Led 
Watershed 

Council

 Tainter 
Creek 

Farmer-Led 
Watershed 

Council

Rush Creek 
Conservation 
Watershed 

Council

Valley 
Stewardship 

Network

Norskedalen 
Nature & 
Heritage 
Center

Coon Valley 
Conservation 

Club

Coon Valley 
Business 

Association

University of 
Wisconsin-

Madison

University 
of 

Wisconsin-
La Crosse



First Joint Watershed Council Meeting
(Vernon County)

 June 9, 2022

https://www.swnews4u.com/local/agriculture/watershed-council-
members-gather-joint-meeting/



Coon Valley
Conservation Club

Presentation | Partnership
April 2022

Norskedalen 
Nature & Heritage Center
Presentation | Partnership

June 2022



Watershed-Focused Research & Studies

Plan-EIS
• USDA-NRCS

• Develop potential 
solutions for flooding

NSF-CNH2
• UW-Madison

• Development of new 
flood models 

Grassland 2.0
• UW-Madison

• Develop pathways to 
grassland-based 
agriculture

Nuzum Stream 
Restoration

• UW-Madison

• Monitor and learning 
how flood impacts 
are managed

Stories From 
the Flood

• UW-Madison

• Support community 
healing and future 
flood planning

WRM Project
• UW-Madison

• Improve flood 
resilience in the Coon 
Creek Watershed

Precip Modeling
• UW-Madison

• Create IDF values 
incorporating recent 
extreme rainfall 
events

Greener 
Pastures

• UW-Madison

• Support CCCWC 
through collection of 
oral narratives to 
inform work



CCCWC  Funding

DATCP 
PRODUCER-LED 

WATERSHED 
PROTECTION 

GRANT

HO-CHUNK 
FUNDING 
THROUGH 

VERNON COUNTY

UW-MADISON 
GREENER 

PASTURES ORAL 
NARRATIVES 

PROJECT GRANT



Why Are We Doing This?
“The village of Coon Valley was literally saved by soil 

conservation!” (Trimble, p. 131)



Where 
Are We 
Going?

Continue interviews for the Oral Narratives Project

Collaborate with Norskedalen: Conservation 
Education project

Continue to apply for funding to develop a 
watershed plan

Further engage in strategic planning

Grow membership, continue outreach, strengthen 
collaborations, and increase funding

Increase regenerative practices in the Coon Creek 
Watershed

Plan for the centennial celebration of the Coon 
Creek Watershed Project



Thank You!

CCCWC

We meet on the first Wednesday of each 
month.  Our Social Hour begins with a 
meal at 6:00 p.m. and the meeting and 
presentations begin at 7:00 p.m.

Please join us!



Questions
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