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Aging and Disability Resource Center of Monroe County

ADRC Advisory Committee Meeting – April 21, 2022
Monroe County Justice Center Board/Assembly Room
112 South Court Street, Sparta, Wisconsin

Attendees:  Health and Human Services Board members Mary Von Ruden, Dr. Emma Ledbetter; ADRC Advisory Committee Members, Tim Fuhrmann, Larry Tichenor, Gary Nelson, Tonya Olson; Human Services Director, Ron Hamilton; Human Services Administrative Coordinator, Kelly Gronau; ADRC Manager, Pam Weber 
Excused:  ADRC Advisory Committee Members Melissa Santel and Mary Cook
Call to Order:  The ADRC Advisory Committee Meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Health & Human Services Board Secretary, Mary Von Ruden.  
Approval ADRC Advisory Board Meeting Minutes for January 20, 2022:  Following brief review, A MOTION WAS MADE BY TIM FUHRMANN, SECONDED BY LARRY TICHENOR AND CARRIED WITH ALL IN FAVOR to approve the ADRC Advisory Committee meeting minutes from January 20, 2022.
Unwinding: Ms. Weber spoke about impending changes due to the unwinding process of going back to “normal” following the public health emergency due to COVID-19.  During the public health emergency, health care (Medicaid) could not be ended for any consumer unless requested by the consumer and FoodShare amounts were increased well beyond what the consumer would normally be eligible for.  With the public health emergency coming to an end within the next several months, there will be Medicaid roll backs and FoodShare drops which will create an increased workload for ADRC staff as the only way to get enrolled in Family Care programs is through the ADRC.
Social Worker Yearly Data:  Ms. Weber presented several graphs outlining the customer data for the social workers in 2021.  Overall in 2021, the 3 social workers had a total of 4180 contacts, with the majority being both incoming calls and outgoing contacts to customers and reporters.  There were very few face to face contacts in 2021, however with pandemic restrictions lifting, Ms. Weber anticipates more face to face contacts in 2022.  The top topic discussed was Public Benefits LTC Programs (family care).  The majority of the customers were between the ages of 60-99 and the number one disability identified was frail elders.
Return on Investment:  Ms. Weber indicated she was unable to present data at today’s meeting regarding the Return on Investment Calculator due to the finance department not having enough notice to generate the information.  Ms. Weber indicated she will email this data out to everyone when it is compiled.
ADRC Updates: Ms. Weber shared various ADRC updates including the award of a grant with Gundersen Health system to purchase gift cards for the 8 volunteer drivers in the amount of $25 per month for the next 12 months to assist with the purchase of gas for their vehicles.  In addition, it was approved by the County Board to increase the volunteer driver mileage reimbursement to match the IRS rate going forward – to be determined once annually.
The FTA lifted mask mandates for public transport, including planes and busses, so masking will only be on a voluntary basis on the ADRC vehicles from now on.

Ms. Weber invited committee members to attend A Golden Celebration, this year’s Senior Celebrations.  Celebrations will take place in Tomah on May 5th, Cashton on May 10th, and Sparta on May 19th.

The Wilton meal site, including congregate and home delievered meals, is temporarily closed due to staffing issues.  The ADRC is looking for a meal site manager in order for the meal site to reopen.  Ms. Weber was happy to announce approval of an AmeriCorp position for 2 years which will start in September.  The AmeriCorp staff will receive a stipend, tuition reimbursement, and insurance through AmeriCorp, but will be able to hopefully assist with the nutrition program.

A new social worker has been hired to start May 2nd, Elizabeth Blaser (Carney).  In addition, Stephanie Haas has been hired by GWAAR as the Community Health Worker to assist people discharging from hospitals to keep them from returning to the hospital.
Alice Ackerman will be holding 2 listening sessions regarding misleading advertisements about Medicare supplement plans.  The Dementia Friendly Coalition is hosting an event at the Sparta Farmer’s Market stage on May 21st with information and activities included.  June 21st will be the Longest Day event with more information to come.

During conversation at this meeting, it was noted that all committee member terms for this committee expired as of 3/31/2022.  All members present wished to remain on the committee.  Mary Von Ruden is no longer a member of the Monroe County Board of Supervisors, but wished to remain as a citizen member if possible.  Asking for a replacement Board member for this committee will be noted as an agenda topic for the upcoming May Health & Human Services meeting.
Date/Location of Next Regular Meeting – Discussion/Action:  Committee members present agreed to keep the next regularly scheduled ADRC Advisory Committee Meeting scheduled for Thursday, July 21, 2022 at 9:30am at the Monroe County Justice Center Assembly Room.

Adjournment – Discussion/Action:  With no further topics for discussion in this meeting, A MOTION WAS MADE BY TIM FUHRMANN, SECONDED BY DR. EMMA LEDBETTER, AND CARRIED WITH ALL IN FAVOR to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was then adjourned at 10:21 a.m.






Respectfully Submitted,







Kelly J. Gronau






Human Services Administrative Coordinator
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