February 17, 2022 meeting of the Monroe County Highway Committee


Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairperson David Pierce.

Members present: David Pierce, Alan McCoy, Remy Gomez and Nodji VanWychen.
Members absent: Wally Habhegger
Others present:  Highway Commissioner - David Ohnstad and Office Manager – Becky Pitel.
 Period of Public Comment –None at this time.
Last Meeting Minutes-Motion to approve the minutes of the January 20, 2022 regular meeting made by Nodji VanWychen, seconded by Alan McCoy.  All ayes, motion carried.
3.
 Vouchers presented as follows:
 

Month Vouchers -
$553,625.91

4.  Site Assessment Review (Discussion & Decision)

Highway Commissioner David Ohnstad distributed a draft plan for the location of structures at the Highway Department property along State Highway 16 west of Interstate 90, part of an assessment of current and future Highway Department facilities.  Ohnstad has been looking at the documents from when the county was going to put the court house at this site and at that time the county was looking at purchasing 4 acres from the adjacent landowner that has land on our side of the road.  Ohnstad wanted to know if the committee feels that he should pursue looking into purchasing this property.  The committee thinks it would be good to see if the landowner is still considering selling the property.  Commissioner Ohnstad also presented a map of our Tomah shop location and explained that when the Tomah location was moved the Highway Department purchased all the property and paid for all the buildings and additions.  Ohnstad furthered to explain that we were advised after the fact that the Emergency Management Department is looking at building an addition onto the Highway Department’s building.  Ohnstad attended the building committee meeting and found out that this is indeed in process.  Ohnstad has advised against it as the Highway Department was going to put a covered roof in this same area to cover our barrel trailer so it doesn’t freeze.  David Pierce inquired as to when the building is owned by the Highway Department, isn’t there a procedure to how the building is used?  The answer is “yes”.  Remy Gomez stated that he sits on both the Property and Maintenance committee and the Public Safety committee and these committees had no information ahead of time in regards to Emergency Management building onto the Tomah Highway Shop.  Gomez stated that it was recommended that Emergency Management and the Sheriff Department look at purchasing the old fire station and ambulance garage at the City of Tomah and get their own satellite office in Tomah, which would free up space for the Highway Department.  The committee would like Ohnstad to purse the potential purchase of the 4 acres.

5.  Dedication of Donation (Discussion & Decision)

Highway Commissioner Ohnstad stated that the department has received another donation of $10,220 from the 5 northern districts of the Cashton Amish Community.  He proposed to dedicate this revenue to the CTH PC highway improvement project as well.  The committee agreed that it should be donated to this road project and should benefit the area in which the funds are coming from.

6.  Infrastructure Funding (Discussion)

Highway Commissioner Ohnstad presented the committee with a copy of Wisconsin State Statute 83.065 for County road and bridge fund; tax levy.  Alan McCoy asked if this tax levy is above the levy limit cap.  Ohnstad stated that it is not at this time.  Ohnstad feels it would help free up funding for other things, but getting this approved through legislative may be a tall order.  After the election, Ohnstad would like to have a forum about transportation issues with the legislative and invite the towns.  Ohnstad stated that this may be a concept to raise and we may want to continue to bring this concept forward as we look towards a new facility.  Ohnstad wanted to know if he should pursue this idea over the next few months.  The committee felt it would be a good idea.
7.   Commissioner Report (Discussion)
· A news release for “Advance Notice of Weight Restrictions” will be going out soon with the weather changing.  Last year the weight restrictions were placed on March 5th.  This notice is just to notify the public that the weight restrictions will be coming soon.
· We received the last payment from Federal Highways in the amount of $246K for storm damage to CTH P in 2018.
· We are continuing to develop projects for our bond issue.  Ohnstad handed out a 10 year crash history of our candidate highways.  We are focusing on structural rehabilitation, not design.  None of the roads that we are looking at through bonding have a safety issue that causes concern of the road not meeting the threshold.
· Commissioner Ohnstad presented the committee with a draft of the wage study.  Ohnstad informed the committee that we may submit an appeal or two for a couple of positions.  Ohnstad stated that we are not critizing the work that McGrath has done and our review is not to cast doubt, but to bring perspective.
· We will be submitting applications for road work soon on multiple arears to maximize our funding.
· March 2nd we will be holding our initial Public Information Meeting for CTH ET at Murray’s on Main in Tomah.
8.  Set Next Month Meeting Date (Discussion & Decision)


March 17, 2022 at 9 a.m.
9.  Future Agenda Items

Committee Road Tour in March.
Motion to adjourn at 10:28 a.m. by Alan McCoy, seconded by Nodji VanWychen.  All ayes, motion carried.
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