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Aging and Disability Resource Center of Monroe County

ADRC Advisory Committee Meeting – January 21, 2021
Monroe County Justice Center Board/Assembly Room
112 South Court Street, Sparta, Wisconsin

Attendees:  Health and Human Services Board members Mary Von Ruden & Mary Cook (via WebEx), Human Services Administrative Coordinator, Kelly Gronau; ADRC Manager, Pam Weber; ADRC Dementia Care Specialist, Emily Reitz; ADRC Advisory Committee Members Tonya Olson, Tim Fuhrmann, Dr. Emma Ledbetter, Larry Tichenor, Melissa Santell (via WebEx)
Excused:  Human Services Director, Ron Hamilton; ADRC Advisory Committee Member, Gary Nelson

Call to Order:  The ADRC Advisory Committee Meeting was called to order at 9:32 a.m. by Health & Human Services Board Secretary, Mary Von Ruden.  
Approval ADRC Advisory Board Meeting Minutes for October 15, 2020:  Following brief review, A MOTION WAS MADE BY DR. EMMA LEDBETTER, SECONDED BY TIM FUHRMANN AND CARRIED WITH ALL IN FAVOR to approve the ADRC Advisory Committee meeting minutes from October 15, 2020.
Dementia Care Specialist Introduction and Presentation, Emily Reitz:  Emily Reitz, the Dementia Care Specialist shared by Jackson and Monroe Counties, shared a PowerPoint presentation outlining what her position does and a large amount of information on dementia.  There are 31 Dementia Care Specialists in Wisconsin, serving 56 of the 72 counties.  The role of a DCS is to ensure all ADRC staff are able to assist people living with dementia and their caregivers.  Ms. Reitz clarified that “dementia” is not a diagnosis, but instead a collection of symptoms that included changes in thinking, memory, reasoning, planning, social skills, language, judgment, and personality.  It is important to note that dementia is NOT normal aging.  Wisconsin’s population of people over the age of 65 is increasing due to an increase in life expectancy and improved living standards, therefore the population of those over the age of 65 living with dementia is on the rise.  Ms. Reitz shared 1 in 6 women and 1 in 10 men over the age of 65 are diagnosed with dementia.  Alzheimer’s, a type of dementia, is the 6th leading cause of death in America, surpassing prostate and breast cancer combined.  
Monroe County is very proactive in dementia awareness, creating the Monroe County Dementia Friendly Coalition which has taken part in many dementia related projects such as the Purple Tube Project which is a program to assist caregivers and person living with dementia better interact with emergency personnel by putting vital information inside a purple tube kept within the freezer.  The Music and Memory program provides personalized music playlists for the person living with dementia to help them make meaningful experiences through their favorite music.  Grandpa + Lucy is a play and book which teaches children how to interact with loved ones living with dementia.  To find out more information about these projects and the Dementia Friendly Coalition, please go to the website: https://www.dementiafriendlymonroe.org/ 

Reinvestment Resolution:  Ms. Weber presented a copy of a reinvestment resolution which is waiting on approval from the full County Board on January 27th.  The resolution requests an additional $27,410,000 in State funding to ensure access to critical services the ADRC provides.  The resolutions indicated funding for ADRCs has not increased since 2006 and without the additional funding, ADRCs across the state are unable to expand necessary services to assist the growing demographic served by the ADRC.  If approved by the County Board, the resolution will be sent to Governor Tony Evers, DOA Secretary Joel Brennan, the DHS Secretary, The Wisconsin Counties Association and all area legislators.
Staff Updates: Ms. Weber reported Janet Parent, the Options Counselor who presented at October’s meeting has since resigned.  Starting January 18th, the vacancy was filled with former APS Social Worker, Jamie Reese.  In addition, the Sparta meal site manager, Sue Dicus and one of the Sparta meal delivery drivers have resigned and those positions are being advertised currently.  A continuing vacancy for a Cashton meal delivery driver is being advertised as well. 

Date/Location of Next Regular Meeting – Discussion/Action:  Committee members present agreed to keep the next regularly scheduled ADRC Advisory Committee Meeting scheduled for Thursday, April 15, 2021 at 9:30am at the Monroe County Justice Center Assembly Room.

Adjournment – Discussion/Action:  With no further topics for discussion in this meeting, A MOTION WAS MADE BY TIM FUHRMANN, SECONDED BY DR. EMMA LEDBETTER, AND CARRIED WITH ALL IN FAVOR to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was then adjourned at 10:56 a.m.







Respectfully Submitted,







Kelly Gronau






Administrative Services Coordinator
/kjg
