October 15, 2020 meeting of the Monroe County Highway Committee


Meeting called to order at 9:05 a.m. by Vice-Chairperson David Pierce.

Members present: Sharon Folcey, David Pierce, Alan McCoy, Remy Gomez and Nodji VanWychen.
Members absent: 
Others present:  Office Manager – Becky Pitel, Highway Commissioner-David Ohnstad, Short Elliot Hendrickson Inc. Project Manager-Tara Krista.
1.  Period of Public Comment –None at this time.
2. Last Meeting Minutes-Motion to approve the minutes of the September 17, 2020 regular meeting made by Alan McCoy, seconded by Remy Gomez.  All ayes, motion carried.
 3.
 Vouchers presented as follows:
 

Month Vouchers -
$286,785.18
4.  CTH PP East Fork Lemonweir River Bridge Design (Discussion)

Highway Commissioner David Ohnstad explained that this bridge is one of two federal bridges that have been scheduled.  This bridge is scheduled for the summer of 2023.  He has invited Project Manager Tara Krista to introduce her company to the committee and to briefly discuss the design process we will pursue.  Ms. Krista introduced herself and stated that she has been with SEH for 18 years and 20 years doing bridge design.  She has a lot of experience with bridge hydraulics, public involvement meetings, approaches and the local bridge program.  SEH prides itself in never missing a deadline.  Krista furthered to explain that with bridges they always go wider, around 5 feet beyond the existing bridge.  She clarified that the actual width of the bridge does not get determined until the hydraulic study is performed.  She presented the committee with a “Project Understanding, Approach and Work Plan” document.  She started out by explaining the public involvement and stakeholder meeting that will be held.  This bridge will cause a 3.4 mile detour, in which, the county highway department will be providing message boards for advanced warning.  The surveying will being in the next couple of weeks and the boring will be around the second to third week in November.  Discussion arose about the boring process.  The county highway department will provide flaggers for about a day and a half to perform the boring.  The structure will be going from 24 feet to 32 feet, but the hydraulic model will not change.  Ms. Krista ended her presentation by going over the estimated time and schedule of this project.
5.   Commissioner Report (Discussion)
· CTH BC is being paved today from State Highway 27 to Harbor Road.
· CTH M is complete absent one guardrail that needs to be put up on a timber bridge.  They are scheduled to come next week to install the posts.  The department just received the final billing for this project which was over $695K.  However, we will be getting a reimbursement through project funding of $340,679.
· CTH ET design is continuing.  We have executed a right-of-way acquisition agreement in the amount of $53K with Jewell and Associates.  We also just received the nominal parcel value that will be needed to complete this project.  We are looking at $58,300 which is spread over 28 different parcels.  A letter was sent to the property owners last week notifying them that Jewell and Associates would be contacting them to negotiate right-of-way.  
· CTH PP chip seal in Oakdale to State Highway 21 to the north has been completed.  The paint stripping is also done.
· There is a virtual public meeting for the high risk rural project on CTH PP on the county website now.  Construction is due to start next summer.
· Core samples were done last week from Oakdale to State Highway 12.  Highway Commissioner Ohnstad has also meet with the manager of Love’s Truck Stop to discuss staging the repair so business can still get in and out of the truck stop.  
· Letters have been sent out to the CTH PC property owners.  The letter invites the property owners to the Cashton Community Hall this coming Tuesday night starting at 5 p.m. to view the proposed project plans.  This also gives the property owners to ask questions or address any concerns they may have with the project.
· The CTH N project has been submitted to the DOA for review.  Hopefully we hear something back soon, in hopes that we can construct next summer.  Noting that we are not going beyond the current county highway, so there should not need to be an environmental study.
· CTH U Bridge, we have not heard back from the Village of Norwalk yet.  The county can certainly go independently, but that does not seem to make sense.  The village will need to decide if they are going to have parking on both sides, one side, sidewalks, etc.
· Our Traffic Operations Specialist has started the ATV UTV signage over by the City of Tomah.  We have adjusted speed limits for the annexation, which should eliminate concerns for the city.  Nodji VanWychen brought forward that she has been working since July to get a donation from the Economic Development fund for this signage.  She would like to know who the funds should actually be donated to the clubs or the highway department.  She is recommending donating $3k.
· Highway Commissioner Ohnstad stated that letters were sent out to the towns in regards to the town road name signs.  Next week, Ohnstad plans on calling all the town chairman to go over any questions that they may have in regards to the signage.
· Highway Commissioner Ohnstad and County Chairman Cedric Schnitzler met with the Town of LaFayette to discuss the town roads that are within the boundaries of the fort.  The Corre of Engineers has asked for any other similar roads that may be of the same circumstance.  A memorandum of understanding is to be drafted to clear up any operating concerns for these roads.
6.  Set Next Month Meeting Date (Discussion & Decision)


November 19, 2020 at 9 a.m.  
7.  Future Agenda Items
Motion to adjourn at 10:13 a.m. by Nodji VanWychen, seconded by Sharon Folcey.  All ayes, motion carried.
Page 2 of 2

