August 20, 2020 meeting of the Monroe County Highway Committee


Meeting called to order at 9:07 a.m. by Chairperson Sharon Folcey.

Members present: Sharon Folcey, David Pierce, Alan McCoy, Remy Gomez and Nodji VanWychen.
Members absent: 
Others present:  Office Manager – Becky Pitel, Highway Commissioner-David Ohnstad, County Administrator – Tina Osterberg, Monroe County Residents-Dave Linehan, Karlene Linehan and Trudy Brohmer.
1.  Period of Public Comment –Dave Linehan, landowner on the CTH M project, inquired if rock could be placed by the end of his culvert and by the house next to him.  Mr. Linehan spoke to Operations Supervisor Mike Flock in regards to this matter.  Highway Commissioner David Ohnstad stated that he had not heard of this suggestion yet, but did not feel this would be a problem.  Trudy Brohmer asked Mr. Linehan if his mowing is smooth.  Ms. Brohmer has spoken to several people and she feels that she has been lied to several times.  She also emphasized that certain people are getting things that others are not.  Her son had to take out his own tree and she has to mow her ditch with a push mower.  Ms. Brohmer admitted that her driveway did get paved, but it was not prepped.  Commissioner Ohnstad handed out pictures and explained that the road right of way is for the use of the public highway.  He also expressed that we do appreciate those that want to maintain it by mowing, but it is for the use of the public highway.  Right of way acquisitions were performed and executed by a firm that is certified with the state.  A question was raised if the road surface was going to be redone.  Commissioner Ohnstad responded, yes, it will be remilled and paved.  Ohnstad admitted that the project has taken longer than expected due to weather.  He feels that property owners have been accommodated to the best of our ability.  Sharon Folcey inquired if this project would be done this year.  Mr. Linehan inquired if the whole road was getting taken back off.  Ohnstad replied, “they are taking 1 ¼” off and putting it back to the same thickness, so the depth will not change.”  Trudy Brohmer stated that “she did not expect an apology for the weather.  She just simply feels that she has been lied to.”  Commissioner Ohnstad stated that there were 4 out of 35 residents that were upset.  Dave Pierce stated “that she needs to give it time, the road will settle and it will get better”.  Ms. Brohmer asked about all the stuff she has to clean up out of the road ditch.  Sharon Folcey stated, “We will see what everything looks like when it gets all done.”
2. Last Meeting Minutes-Motion to approve the minutes of the July 16, 2020 regular meeting made by David Pierce, seconded by Remy Gomez.  All ayes, motion carried.
 3.
 Vouchers presented as follows:
 

Month Vouchers -
$151,002.32
4.  Town Road Name Signs (Discussion & Decision)

Highway Commissioner David Ohnstad stated that the Finance Committee approved both resolutions yesterday.  Motion made by David Pierce to approve the resolutions as presented, both the resolution “Authorizing Funding For Town Road Name Signs” and the “Resolution to Amend Monroe County Ordinance Sec 11-29, and to Amend Amended Resolution 95-6-3, In Regards To Town Road Name Signs”, seconded by Remy Gomez.  All ayes, motion carried.  Commissioner Ohnstad stated that after these resolutions pass county board, he will send a note to the towns explaining that they will need to do an inventory of only the signs that need to be replaced.  Sharon Folcey asked for clarification or definition of the signs that need to be replaced.  Ohnstad stated if the signs were done in the last 3-4 years, they would meet the standard.  Nodji VanWychen inquired if a letter would be send out to both the Clerk and the Chairman.  
5.  2021 Operating Budget (Discussion)

Highway Commissioner Ohnstad inquired if there were any concerns that the committee would like to see addressed for next year’s budget.  If there are any questions, now would be the time to raise the questions as we will be working through the process.  Ohnstad stated that we are looking at 2.7 million on CTH ET.  A 20% match on CTH PP (US Highway 12 to Interstate 90/94).  A 10% match on the highway risk safety improvement project on CTH ET.  Engineering costs on CTH U and PP, which are being funded locally.  Ohnstad furthered to inquire if there were any ideas or suggestions for equipment.  Discussion arose about the stacking conveyor that was storm damaged.  Ohnstad stated that the stacker is likely totaled and we may need to rent one.  It was also mentioned that the John Deere skid steer broke and it is going to cost around $10k to repair.
6.   Commissioner Report (Discussion)
· CTH BC from Harbor to Hardware, we would like to grind and clean up the drainage lines, extend the slopes for safety and pave it with our crew.  For about the last 400 feet, we would like to place base course and overlay and extend the project to State Highway 27.  There are some residents in the subdivision that feel that this project will relieve storm water from getting into their basements and it will not.  The storm water concern relates back to when it was developed in the 1990s.
· CTH M-Ohnstad sent an email to the committee letting them know that he did not accept the paving project.  Mathy will be profiling and overlaying the entire road project.  Mathy had felt that the paving was unsuccessful due to the subgrade being rough.  However, it was in the contract that they were to prepare the subgrade.
· CTH PP-As of right now we have several projects going.  The STP is in design and we will have an operational planning meeting soon.  We will also be meeting with Loves Truck Stop to discuss the staging of the construction and traffic during this improvement.  
· High Risk Rural Road-We will be having an operational planning meeting in the near future as well.  This will mainly be for Oakdale Electric and to discuss surface treatment.  We are looking at chip sealing and stockpiling this year.  The road will be closed other than local traffic.  We are trying to schedule everything so it gets done in a week and a half.
· CTH ET STP Rural & Highway Safety Improvement (State Hwy 21 to Gondola)-We are scrapping along on getting approvals from the DNR and the DOT with a final design submittal by November 1st.
· CTH PC-We have commissioned Jewell & Associates for preliminary design with a mockup of a 40, 50 and 60 mph design speed.  This project is estimated at $900K, half reimbursable.  There is a lot of traffic using this road as a cut through from State Highway 27 to State Highway 33.
· CTH N-We are waiting for a final approval from the Department of Administration.
· CTH U-This is a $70k design.  They are working with the Village of Norwalk in regards to their section of road, which will determine our bridge.  So the bridge structure lines up with the road surface.
· The ATV Clubs came in to discuss the schedule of signage and strategy.  We have asked for and acquired a single point of contact for this project.  CTH U in the Village of Cashton and CTH M in the Village of Wilton have been assumed by the villages and our jurisdictions will end at the village limits.  Sharon Folcey asked what the timeline will be for this project.  Ohnstad is uncertain as any new location with have to have a locate done and those locates are only good for 7 days.
· The new loader is in, if any one would like to look at it.
· The flood repairs on CTH P are almost done.
· The new Inventory Specialist has started.  We have also had 2 new employees start within the last couple of weeks.  One out of the Wilton shop and one out of the Tomah shop.
· We had the misfortune of a 30 plus year employee having a medical condition on Monday.  He has made it through surgery and we hope that things continue to go positively for him throughout his recovery.
· David Pierce stated that he had gotten a call for site vision on Flagpole Rd and the state highway.  Ohnstad felt that this was already being addressed.
· We finished the overlay at the rest area west of town.
· State Highway 173 is to be done by Labor Day, but believes that the contractor is ahead of schedule.
7.  Set Next Month Meeting Date (Discussion & Decision)

September 17, 2020 at 9 a.m.  
8.  Future Agenda Items
Motion to adjourn at 10:59 a.m. by Nodji VanWychen, seconded by David Pierce.  All ayes, motion carried.
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